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GENERAL %
PREFACE

\

+

N this Colle&tion of our Author’s Works on
the late Rebellion of Ireland, and the neceffity
of an incorporating Union between Great Britain -
and our Sifter Kingdom, the Reader is not only
prefented with a fair Reprefentation of the then
_ political State of the latter, but with a complete
Review of all the Pamphlets: which had been for- .
merly pubhfhcd on this interefting Subjec, par-
ticularly one, entitled, « The Cafe of Ireland con-
fidered ;* énothex;, « Confiderations on the State
of Public Affairs in the Year 1799 ;" and ¢ The
Speech of Lord Minto in the. Houfe of Peers,
’ Apnl 11, 1799.”

A retrofpe& of thofe Iate difturbances and dif-
tractions wl_llqh have'led to the now nearer alliance
of Ireland to England, muft to the ruminating
- mind be highly fatisfactory, as it affords the
means of comparing the prefent with the paft, -
and difplays the happy effects of that remedy (i. .
The Union) which was fo ju'clliciouﬂy"prcfcribed.v ,

* : In
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v ’ _PREFACE

In pcx_;uﬁng the .follbix;ih’g pages the Reader tauff
'be aware of the dates in which they were produced; °

confequently, the repeated terms of Notw, Prefent,
&c. apply to the time of then wrifing; and this
having been ‘the time of  War, feveral ‘barfh ex-

preffions muft be overlooked ; expreflions which
thould have been expunged in this New.Epition,

hiad the tenor of what followed permitted ; but
this intimation being judged fufficient, we have

republithed the whole without' any Variation,v)ex-_r

cept a few occafional Notes. ‘ 3
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ANSWJER' ;

" g EO. BAE T .
A D D R E S DU tra
OF THE B <
3 . RIGHT HONOURABLE '
e HENRY GR/ITTAN
EX-REPRESENTAT;VE OF THE CITY OF DUBL!N IN
[}
I’ARLI_AMENT 4
a4 ! TO HIS o
FELLOW CITIZENS OF DUBLIN
- BY
y PATRICK DUIGENAN L. L. D -
; V \ A
Thy Tongue imagineth chkednefs, and wnt‘l Lm thou cutteft -
like a fharp Razor.
Thou haﬁ loved Unnghteoufnefé more than Goodnefs, and to talk -
of Lies more than Righteoufnefs. \ l

. Thou hatt loved to fpeak‘a]l words that may do huxt, 0 tbo:{ﬁz[/‘e
‘Tangue’ ] Psaim lii. Ver. 3,4, 5«

~
t
\

. To which are added, by VVay of APPENDIX,
1. ‘The Addrefs of the Catholxcs nf Dublin, to Mr. Glattan, with

“his Anfwer, at the Meetmg in Francis-ftreet, - - 4
‘2. Mr, _Grattan’s Addrefs to the Elettors of Dublin,
3. Mr. Gxattan s'(fuppofed) Letter to Dy, Dmceuan
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TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE

HENRY GRATTAN.

.AT the clofe of your parliamentary exiftence, the diffolu-
tion of the late Parliament of Ireland, you have thought fit
to publith a letter, addrefled to your fellow citizens of Dub-
lin, ftuffed with inve€tives which I have heard you utter in
the Houfe of Commons at the commencement of three feffi-
ons of that parliament ; and prophetic denunciations of im-
pending deftruction againft all your political adverfaries, that
is, every Proteftant gentleman, of fenfe, honour, and {pirit, in
_the kingdom, and every true friend of the conftitution in
church and ftate, This conftitution too you have endea-
voured to vilify and traduce with peculiar acrimony and ma-
lignity, and have exerted all the talents you poflefs to irritate
and inflame the lower order of the people to refiftance againft
lawful authority, and excite them to maflacre and rebellion ;
thus, in your laft agonies of difappointed ambition, imitating
the impiousand expiring tyrant in the cataftrophe of a tragedy,
whom the poet generally paints as expending his laft breath in
blafphemy, curfes, and execrations. ‘
As you have addrefled this letter to your fellow citizens of
Dublin, and as feveral pofitions in it might gain fome cre-
dit, (at leaft in Great Britain, where it has been publifhed,
and induftrioufly circulated) from the audacity of the publi-
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eation, people ignorant of the falts generally thinking that
no man of any charater would venture to vouch the trath of

_pofitions under his fignature, if they were utterly groundlefs ;
and as I have the honour of being a freeman and a frecholder
of the City of Dublin, and therefore one of thofe whom you
have addrefled, I have taken up my pen to arfwer your letter,
todetet your falfehoods, to expofe your miftatements, to pluck
off your mafk of patriotifm and public fpirit, and unveil to
the world your projets and defigns, in all their natural de-
formity.

As in your letter you have abandoned all decency, and
indulged, what appears from your conftant prallice, a naturai
propenfity, in all kinds of the moft favage abufe of every
thing which muft be held revered and refpetable in a ftate
whilft it bas exiftence, and have even ouwz-pained Paine ; it is
impoflible, in anfwering it, ftriCtly to adhere to all the rules
of politenefs, to which every decent writer is intitled from
his antagonift. No man wreftles with a fweep-chimney with-
out foil from his foot ; however, I fhall endeavour to keep
myfelf as uncontaminated as poffible in the conteft, though
my adverfary be armed, as Doctor Bently is reprefented to

be in the Battle of the Books, that is, wielding with one hand .

a flail, and with the other, a pot of ordure.

You begin your letter by ftating, ¢ That you have found
¢ the citizens of Dublin ‘gracious mafters, and they have
“ found in you an unprofitable fervant; but that fo long as
¢ the prefent reprefentation in the Commons’ Houfe conti-
“ nues, fo long muft you refpectfully decline the foliciting at
 their hands a feat in that affembly.”

The firft part of this ftatement, that the citizens of Dublin
have found in you an unprofitable fervant, is very true, but it
does not exprefs the whole truth, for they have found you not
only an unprofitable, but an ungrateful, difrefpe&ful, and mif-
chievous fervant.

When you had acquired a reputation for parliamentary abie
lity (confiderably greater than you deferved, by retailing in the

wempt the Houfe of Commons Molyneaux’s State of Ircland, and Swift’s

Drapier’s letters, the citizens of Dublin, ignorant of your
: real
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real charatter, returned you as one of their reprefentatives in g:;ucc::;m
the laft parliament, without expence to you. What return o¢ pypLins
have you made them ? As foon as you had difclofed your
dangerous project of fubverting the religious eftablithment of
the country, and {ubftituting popery in its. ftead, under the
pretence of granting equa'lity of civil privileges to all defcrip-
tions of his Majefty’s fubje@ts (the very mafk afflumed by
‘King James the {econd, when engaged in the execution of a
fimilar project,) but really with a view of {moothing your
way to the fubverfion of the civil conftitution of the country,
(which was alfo.the defign of King James); the corporation
of the City of Dublin, alarmed at fuch condu& in their re-
prefentative, affembled and drew. up an addrefs to you, con-
taining inftru&ions for your conduét in parliament relative to,
the claims of the Romanifts, as contained in an acrimonious
libel on the Proteftants of this kingdom in the form of a pe-~
tition, drawn up by a Romifh convention ; and they direted
you, their reprefentative, to oppole in patliament any further
extenfion of civil privileges to the Irifh Romanifts, as fubver-
' five of the conftitution, they being already, in poffeffion of
every privilege neceffary to fecure their liberties cml and re.
ligious, their lives and properties.

When this addrefs was prefented to you, you rejected the
inftructions of your conttituents with a degree of arrogance
and contempt, perhaps peculizr to you ; and while that par-
liament continued, your efforts to fubvert the eonflitution in
church and ftate, both in and out of-parliament, were violent
and unremitting: you aflembled Romifh copventions and
committees ; you fupported on every occafion in parliament
the Romifh demands of fubverfion of the Proteftant efta-
blifhment 3 you reprobated all the laws made in this kingdom
for the fecurity of the ftate againft the plots, machinations, and
the rebellions of the Romanifts fince the fecond year of the
reign of Queen Elizabeth ; as the moft effectual way of root-
ing out the Proteftant religion in this kingdom.

You had before this commenced your attack upon it by 2 ff,f,f;?f;
declamation in parliament againft tithes, the {canty mainte- :a[;"; e

mance of the Proteltant parochial clergy : It is well known, prelude to
Ba that
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h“ra}t"cmtl’f that the parochial clergy in this kingdom do not receive. one
to lubver

the Protef- fifth part of the tithes to which they are juftly entitled, and
Z‘[;‘:ﬁ‘&‘fd‘ that they cannot obtain that fifth without great difficulty :
_mentin  Yet to deprive them even of this pittance, and thereby to
Ireland.  reduce them to abfolute beggary, you pronounced a philip-
pic in the Houfe of Commons againft them, in which you
vomited forth all the falfehoods and calumnies which you
- could collect from every libel againft tithes fince the publica-
tion of the pretended Hiftory of Tithes, by Selden ; which,
as well as its offspring the fwarm of falfe and malicious
publ'catlons againt tithes by all the hives of political wafps
and hornets, the diffenters of various denominations, after-
wards printed, have been long fince fully and ably refuted
and expofed by Montague, Tyldeﬂey, Leflie, Comber, and
many-other learned ‘writers. The materials of this pretended
hiftory, particularly that part of it which relates to Jewifh an-
tiquities, Selden himfelf chiefly ftole from Jofeph Scaliger, as
he did the materials of many others of his writings, though
his literary vanity prevented him from acknowledging his
plagiarifm, and though he lived to repent and be athamed of
his pretended hiftory. |

‘This Pandora’s box you farther enriched with all the fcz(n-
dalous ftories refpecting the Irifh Proteftant clergy, no matter
whether trué or falfe, which you could poffibly collet, or
which could be colle&ted for you by a Romith fryar, the com-
panion of your Attic evenings, who had himfelf publifhed a
virulent pamphlet againt the payment of tithes to the Protef-
tant clergy of Ireland, remarkable only for its petulance, i lg-
norance, vulgarity and falfehood.

This fpeech has been printed with your name prefixed to
it, and you~have not difowned the publication: I did not
indeed hear you pronounce it; but I have read it. The
fryar’s perfermance is fomewhat inferior to the fpeech in
point of ftile, but infinitely inferior in falfehood and malig-
nity.

Your proceedings in this point were exa&ly fimilar to
thofe of the French jacobins, who commenced their career
for the general fubverfion of all orders of the flate, by the

abolition
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abolition of tithes, and the flaughter and extermination of
their eftablifhed clergy.

Thus diametrically oppofite to the inftructions of your con-
ftituents, the Proteftant citizens of Dublin, (for Romanifts,
at the time when you were cleCed reprefentative for the
City of Dublin, were excluded from the elective franchife)
your condu&t in parliament has been, and as diametrically op-
pofite to your ewn often-repeated doctrine, * That repfefen-
¢ tatives in parliament are bound in duty to purfue the in-
¢ ftru&tions of their conftituents ; and that acting otherwife
. % they betray their delegated truft.” To put this your un-
faithful condué in fo clear a point of view as to preclude
ybu and your pitiful faction from any defence, I fhall ftate
one or two other facts fo notorious that they cannot be
"denied.

‘T'he corporation of the City of Dublm, lord mayor, alder—
men, and common council, met in a poft aflembly in Septem-
ber, 1792, and without one diffenting voice agreed on a letter
which they caufed to be fent to all magiitrates, corpora-

_tions, and members of both houfes of parliament in Ireland.
‘This letter, in a very clear, concife, and nervous manner,
exprefled the decided difapprobation of this the firft corpo-
_ration in the kingdom, of the claims of the Irifh Romanifts
to any other privileges and advantages than thofe which they
then enjoyed. It ftated, that the Irith Romanifts ought to
be contented with what they then enjoyed; that is, ¢ The
¢ moft perfc& toleration of their religion, the fullelt fecurlty
“ of their property, and the moft complete perfonal liberty 5”
and that they ought not then, nor at any other time, attempt
any interference in the government of the kingdom, as fuch
interference would be incompatible with the Proteflant afcen-
dancy, (a term coined by you at a former period, when you de-
clared your determination to fupport it) ; and then the letter
defined the precife meaning of the words Prozeffant afcendancy
in the following terms:

] A Proteftant King of Ireland 3
A Proteftant Parliament ;
A Proteftant
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A Proteftant Hierarchy ;

Proteftant Eletors and Government ;

The Benchers of Juflice;

“The Army, and the Revenue, through all their branches
and details, Proteftant; \

And this fyftem fupported by a connexion with the
Proteftant Realm of Great Britain.

In this definition, the corporation of Dublin adhered fcru-
-puloufly to the laws of the land, which laws reftriCted the
enjoyment of all the enumerated offices and privileges to Pro-
-teftants only.

At the very commeéncement of the feflion of parliament
which followed the publication of this decifive declaration of
your conftituents againft the claims of the Romanifts, you
not only {upported their claims in the Houfe of Commons
with the utmoft vehemence ; but you treated your conftitu-
ents with great contumely and difdain : you even attempted

“ridicule on the occafion, invitd Minervd ! ridicule is not your
talent ; when you could not argue againft the letter of the
eorporation, vou ftrove to be witty upon it; and with that
view you purloined a wretched witticifm from a paftoral let«
ter of the Irifh Apoftle of popery, the late Mr. Edmund
Burke. You eflayed a laugh ; you could not excite even a
{mile in the audience ; but your conftituents were juftly en-
raged at this glaring breach of the truft they had committed
to you, and this publie defiance of their inftructions on a point
in which their deareft interefts, the {ecurity of theirlives and
property, were concerned.

After this faithful detail of your condu in parliament as
one of the reprefentatives of the City of Dublin, is it poffible
for imagination to conceive any impudence fo confummate as
yours in the very exordium of your addrefs ? You admit the
citizens of Dublin to have been your mafters while you re-
mained one of their reprefentatives, and gracious mafierg, and
yourfelf to have been their fervant ; and yet your conduét in
parliament was one continued feries of ative and determined
boftility againt them and their dearet interefts ; flighting,

ridiculing,

(
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ridiculing, and reprobating their inftrutions, and exerting on
all occafions the moft indefatigable induftry to find out ways
* and means to break and defeat the truft they had repofed in
you: yet thefe are the very petfons whom you prefume to ad-
drefs in the ftile of an humble fervant, who had ufed his beft
endeavours to execute with fidelity the fervice in which they
employed him ! *
As to the fecond part of the exordium of your letter; in My, Grac-
which, with the affe@tation of modefty, fuggefted only by the 22"?3&22
Jextremity of affurance and deceit, you beg leave to decline himfelf a
the honour of foliciting at the hands of your fellow citizens S)“;‘c‘:f:éit
of Dublin a feat in parliament fo long as the prefent ftate of the City of
o b 3 . Dublin in
reprefentation in the Commons’ Houfe continues, you certaini- e prefent
ly never wrote it (hamelefs as you'are) with a view to its parliament
e o b [ . . 5 rom a cer-
. gaining credit in the City of Dublin ;5 you muft have written giney of
it for circulation in England. Here we know you too well ; rejection.
We may cry Out to you, pete peregrinum! you declined folicit-
ing a feat in parliament for the City of Dublin, knowing that
fuch folicitation would not fucceed ; and not on account of
the prefent ftate of the reprefentation in the Commons’
. Houfe. You know, and we all know, that'the Romanifts
have not yet had time, by the operation of the act of parlia~
ment made in their favour in 1793, to become freemen of the
City of Dublin, and that all the freemen are yet Proteftants.
You found, on infpeftion into the regifter, that fixty-eight
Roman Catholics only had been regiftered as freeholders
in the County of the City of Dublin ; and that thersfore the
Romanifts could give you but a very feeble fupport in an elec-
tion for the City of Dublin: You knew at the fame time, as
“we all know, that the whole Proteftant body of freemen and
freeholders, incenfed at your infidelity and arrogance, would
have voted for any man in the community rather than for
you.
‘When I fay the whole Proteftant body, I do not mean all
the freemen and freeholders who pafs under the general de-
feription of Proteftants, and ufurp that title when it ferves
their intereft ; I know there are feveral perfons, and fome of

them freemen and freeholders, b,ut'who, (praife be to God !}
are
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ifts, Deifks; J acobins, Re-

are few in number, that are Athe
Such of this tribe, I admit,

publicans, and United Irithmen. :
as are freemen and freehalders, would have yoted for, you,

Parcit cognatis maculis, Jimilis Fera ; but their whole number
is infignificant ; and, joined with the Romanift frecholders,
they would not have amounted to one-twentieth part of the
eleGors of the city. )
Certainty of defeat then, it is natorious, prevented .you
from ftanding as a candidate for the reprefentation of the City
of Dublin in the prefent parliament ; and the confequenc\e you
affume, and which your Jacobin mafters in England, for whom
you are a&ing the hanourahlepart of mafter fireworker in Ire-
land, endeavour to confer on you, by infinuating that you
might have been eleGted reprefentative in the Irifh Commons
for the City of Dublin, if you would have done the city the
honour to oﬁ'er-yourfelf a candidate for it, is founded in fraud
and deception ; the bafelefs vifion flies the light of truth, as
fpeQires vanifh at the dawn of day,
Mr.Grat.  If the prefent ftate of the reprefentation in the Houfe of
tan's pro- Commons had determined you not to folieit (I prefume you

}c& of re~

N

orm, isa  Mean #of to accept of ) afeat in that houfe, and if all honeft

f}::jrﬁaf:: men who wifh to ferve their country fhould, as you infinuate,
tion of Ire- alfo decline to accept of feats in that houfe, and if it be necef-

ey fary for the prefervation of liberty, and the falvation of the

the Britith
Empire. . country, as you maintain, thata reform fhould be made in

the Rtate of the reprefentation in the Houfe of Commons,

pray, by what means is that reform to be effeted ?
According to the law of Ireland, as well as England for
ages paft, the fole right of enalting new laws, and altering
thofe already eftablithed, is vefted in the king, lords, and
€Ommons ; NG New law, nor alteration in the prefent laws,
can be conftitutionally effeCted, but by the joint confent of
the king, lords and commons; and if all thofe perfons who
with for an alteration in the ftate of the reprefentation of the
commons now by law sﬁabliﬂmed, whom alone you allow to
be patriots defirous of the falvation of their country, fhall
abdicate the Houfe of Commons, and leave it to be filled only
by corrupt men, who live by their flipendiary talents, exer-
cifed
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.cifed in'what you ftile the trade of parliament, who have always

refifted your fchemes of reform, -ard whofe intereft it is (by -
which alone they are guided,) to refift all reform in the re-
prefentation, as you defcribe them s it is plain a Houfe of
,Commons fo compofed will never vote for the reform you de-
fire; nor, as you ftate it, for any reform in the prefent repre-
fentation of the Commons ; and that therefore no reform can
be effected by the conftitutional power of the ftate as eftablifh-
ed for ages.

There is then no method left, according to you, to effet
this reform, but the fubverfion of the prefent conftitution by
rebellion, civil war, wmaflacre, and fanguinary revolution, and
that by the only means of carrying fo deftrutive a plan into

‘execution, the introduétion of a French army of Jacobin affaf-
fins, to aflift their fellow aflaflins here, the United Irithmen, in
fhaking off the influence of the Britith €abinet, ftiled by you
a foreign cabinet, and rendering this country a field of battle
for the Englith and French nations ; and; if poffible, tearing it
for ever from its fifter ifland ; that fuch is, and for fome time
paft has been, your real {cheme, it is eafy to prove by a fimple
recital of fome of the principal manceuvres in your political
career.

Paffing over your confiant virulent invetives fince your
firlt entrance into the Houfe of Commons, againft Great
Britain, and its conduék refpecting Ireland ; your perpetual
agitation of every circumftance which could, even in the re-
moteft degree, create jcalouTy between the two countries,
with the moft acrimonious exaggeration ; your reiterated
harangues, tending to fhew that the interefts of the two na-
tions are incompatible, except upon fuch terms as you well
know Great Britain, confiftent with her own fafety, or even
exiftence as an independent nation in the prefent ftate of
Europe, could never accede to, in which you have always ufed
every kind of deception and falfe colouring, that the furious
zeal of a defperate projettor and a thorough contempt of con-
dour could furnifh ; I fhall introduce the proofs of your pro-
+ & of feparating the twe countries by your condut -in the

“regency bufinefs.
X Ircland,
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Treland, after its conqueft by the Englifh, was a lordthip,
and a feudal appendage to the crown of England ; and the
kings of England, before the reign of Henry the eighth, were
ftiled lords, and not kings of ircland ; and the ifland was
ftiled the land, not the kingdom of Ireland. That monarch
created it a kingdom, and ftiled himfelf king, and not lord,
of Ireland; but, to prevent any idea being entertained, that
Ireland, from its new ftile of a kingdom, was therefore a
dominion feparated from the crown of England, and that
the feudal annexation of it to, and dependance upon, the
imperial crown of England was thereby in any fnanner dif-
folved, impaired, or weakened, it was declared, by feveral
ftatutes pafled in the parliament of Ireland, in the reign of
that prince, and in almoft every reign fince, to the reign of
Queen Anne, that the kingdom of Irelandisinfeparably annexed,
united, and belonging to, and depending upen, the imperial erown
of England ; and that whoever is king of England, is thereby,
ipfo faélo, king of Ireland, as may be feen by our ftatute book.
This is clearly to be the known eftablifhed law of the land,
in a very particular manner, by the Irith a&t of recognition of
King William and Queen Mary, in the fourth ‘year of their
reign, and by the act paffed in the feventh year of the fame
reign, declaring the pretended Romifh parliament affembled
in Dublin by King James the fecond, after his abdication in

England, an unlawful aflembly ; and none of thefe Irith a&ls

have ever been repealed.

~ Such being the known eftablithed law of Ireland, what was
your conduct when from the fudden indifpofition of our moft
gracious monarch, it was thought neceffary that a regent,
that is a perfon to exercife the kingly office during the con-
tinuance of that public calamity, or a king pro tempore, thould
be appointed ? The legiflatures of the two countries being
independent of each other, except in all cafes which refpet-
ed {uch their union, as before ftated ; and the two nations
having no legal tye to bind them together, except a king
common to both, which king, by the known law of Ireland,
was always to be the perfon who wore the imperial crown of
England ; and a regent, ance eftablifhed, being (as to power

and |
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and adminiftration). to «all intents and purpoefes a king, and
-in pofleflion of the crown, you.immediately fuggefted in the
Commons of Ireland, the expediency of -the parliament af
Ireland proceeding to the nomination of a regent for Ireland,
‘without waiting for the determination of the parliament of
Great Britain in that particular, and you {upported the pro-
spriety of fuch a meafure with the utmelt zeal, grounding the
.expediency of reforting to this dangerous -experiment on fo~
sphiftical arguments, deduced from the independence -of the
Irith legiflature on that of Great Britain ; arguing againft the
known eftablithed common law of Ireland, declared and re-
cognized by fo many Irifh ftatutes ; and aflerting an uncon-
ftitutional power to be lodged in the Irith lords and com..
mons, of abrogating by their refolutions the known law thus
declared and recognized by ftatutes ; and perfuading them,
that they had a right, by their votes, to nominate a regent,
that is a King pro tempore, for Ireland, notwithftanding the
unrepealed Irith law, that whoever was king or regent of
England, was ip/o_failo king or regent of Ireland: and you
and your party on that occafion prevailed on a majority of
-the Irifh lords and commons, led aftray by your fophiftry,
and not aware of the mifchief of the preeedent they were
about to eftablifh, to neminate and elect a regent for Ireland,
Jbefore any regent of the Britith Empire was nominated in
England ; thus prefenting to the Britifh parliament the mor-
tifying and dangerous alternative, of nominating the pretend-
ed regent of the Irith crown, regent of the imperial crown
-of .Great Britain ; (and thereby in falt furrendering to the
Jrifh houfes of parliament the right of nominating a regent
of England): or, of compelling obedience in Ireland to the
perfon to be nominated regent by the parliament of Britain,
by-a Britith army and a civil war, as England was under the
neceflity of doing, to quell the ufurpation of James the fecond
in-Ireland, after he had abdicated the crown of England;
thus cutting afunder, as far as in you lay, the only bond
which bound the two countries together, and laying deep
the foundation of future contention, flaughter, and civil- war;
forthofe who have affumed the right of nominating a regent,
will,
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will, on failure of iffue in the royal line, and on other con-
tingencies, afflume the right of nominating a'king, or of
changing the monarchical government into 2 ‘republican
and a difference of opinion on fuch great imperial queftions
between the two nations will be the eertain parent of civil
war, and perhaps of mutual deftruction. In vain will you'
plead in excufe or extenuation, that the perfon nominated
regent in Ireland was the heir apparent of the crown, and the
perfon who, it was highly probable, or even certain, would
be elefted regent in England ; the notorious vielation of the
law of the land, and the precedent authorizing, and gs it
were inviting, feparation of the two countries, your own éxf
ultation on the fuccefs of the meafure, and your repeated tri-
umphant exprellions of delight, on your having eftablifhed
fuch a precedent ; all demonttrate that your favourite pro-
jet is feparation, and that you would have preferred the no-
mination of any other perfon to the office of regent, rather
than the heir apparent, had you not been convinced, that
fuch was the loyalty and attachment of the parliament of
Ireland to the prefent royal family, -that the very mention of
any perfon, as proper to fill the office of regent, other than
the illufirious prince who was nominated on that occafion,
would have inftantly.blafted your whole defign; and that
great perfonage, when in the fulnefs of time he may come
to mount the throne of his anceftors, will find but little caufe
to be obliged to you for your conduét in the affair of the re-
gency.

t]\:nr,i gm. If any doubE can be efxtertained of your defign to feparate
the two countriés, to which all your proceedings tend, though

trigueswith

the 13{:- L fometimes think it neceflary to difavow it, the rage of
maniits o . . . . . -
Ireland to ifappointed ambition and avarice with which you were in-

;f::ii:n&;f flamed on the recall of Earl Fitzwilliam from the govern~
lrelnd  ment of this country, put you fo much'off your guard, that

from the 0
Britith Fme 100 almoft threw away the mafk ; it extorted from you

pire. uncquivocal proofs of your dangerous intentions. It is here
neceflary to ftate briefly your intrigues with the Romanifts
of Ireland, v

Thig
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This body, about ‘two thirds of the inhabitants of this
ifland (and not three fourths, as you conftantly ftate when
you intend to magnify the prowefs of your men in buckram)
13 compofed of two claffes of men, the defcendants of the old
" native Irifh, and thofe of the anciest Englith colony fettled
in Ireland before the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Thefe two
claflfes were inveterate enemies to each other until the year
1641, the year of the barbarous Romifh maflacre, when the
civil diffenfions in England encouraged a rebellion in Ireland,
~and caufed an' union of thefe two clafles ; the old Englith co-
lomes taking up arms with the view of re-eftablithing and
mamtammg the Romith religion in Ireland ; the native Irith
profefling the fame view, but really taking arms with the
defign of feparating the two nations. This union between
the two claffes has ever fince continued, and has fo blended
them together, that they. may now be faid to be almoft one
people ; fave that in the defcendants of the old Englith- co-
lonifts may be obferved fomething more of civilization, and
in the defcendants of the old native Irifh, where they are yet
unmixed with Englith blood, evident remains of their ancient
ferocity and barbarifm. = At the time of the firft defcent of
the Englifh in Ireland in the reign of Henry the fecond, .the
country was in a favage flate ; the natives lived in clans un-
der elective chiefs, in the fame manner as do the nativé In-
dians in America. There were no towns nor buildings in the
country, except at the mouths of rivers, where the Danes
and other northern nations had built {mall towns or fatories,
for the purpole of colleting fuch commodities for exporta-
tion as countries, however barbarous, are known to furnifh :
The Englifh colonifts poffeffed themfelves of, and fettled in,
fome part of the nation oppofite to Dritain, and a conftant
predatory and defultory war was waged between thefe colo-
nies and the favage natives for fome centuries, until the ac-
ceflion of Queen Elizabeth. In her reign the Spanith mo.
narch, then the mightielt potentate in Europe, defigning to
fubject England, caft his eyes on Ireland as that part of the
Britith dominion which it would be eafieft to fubjugate, as
an acquifition the pofleflion of which would facilitate, or ra-
ther
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rather enforce his fuccels againft Great Britain ; and with this
view he furnifhed the native Irith with arms, ammunition,
and officers ; fent an army twice to their affiftance, and ren-
dered them fo formidable, that the queen found it neceffary
to fend great bodies of Englith troops from time to time to
this country, and at length a great and formidable army (for
that age), confifting of twenty-two thoufand men, and com-
manded by her moft favoured' general. She at length com-
pleated the reduion of this ifland, but died before fhe could
reap the fruit of her conqueft. Her fucceflor, King James
the firt, fent numerous colonies of induftrious Englith and
Scotch ‘into this kingdom, received the native Irifh into the
mafs of his fubjects, extended the Englith laws and civilizati-
on over the whole nation, and encouraged induftry, manu.
faCtures, and population; yet the natives, wedded to their
barbarous cuftoms, abhorred their conquerors, and in two
fubfequent rebellions, one in the reign of Charles the firft,
the other in that of King William and Queen Mary, en-
deavoured to fever this nation from Britain ; and the mafs of
Irith Romanifts at this day, particularly that part of it which
is compofed of the native Irifh (infinitely the moft numerous)
fo deteft the Englith nation, that it may be afferted with
great probability, they continue Romanifts more from hatred
to the Englith, who are Proteftants, than from any convic-
tion of the truth of the Roman Catholic do&rines, as diftin-
guifhed from thofe.of the Proteftants ; for they are in general
the loweft order of the people of this country, and very ig-
norant. Oune thing is certain, that they account every Pro-
teftant in the country, even though defcended from their
own fepts, an Englifhman : and that they have but one word
in their language to fignify Englifhman and Proteftant, to wit,
Safonagh.

When you firft entertained your proje of feparating the'
two countries, namely in the time of the American war, you
found, that the perfons who profefled themfelves friendly to
fu?h a project, that is, the herd of republicans, confifting
chiefly of atheifts, deifts and difciples of Voltaire, Rouffeau,
Paine, Price, and Prieftley, were in number, confequence,

and
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and property, fo infignificant, that you could nevery carry it
into execution with fo inadequate a power as they could fur-
nith. The whole real Proteftant body of the inhabitants of
Ireland, by which I mean all fincere chriftians of that per-
fuafion, whether of the eftablifhed church, (the moft nume-
rous clafs) or diffenters, you well knew, would reprobate
fuch a meafure the moment you'fhould venture to difclofe
jt to them, and with the greatelt alacrity rifque their lives
and fortunes in refifting the execution of it. You knew the
hatred which the Irith Romanifts entertained of the Britith
name and nation ; you knew their attachment to the Stuart
race 'was extinguifhed with that race, and that even that at-
tachment originated with, and was continued by, the hope,
that the intereft of the houfe of Stuart with the French court

‘would obtain {uccours for the Irifh Romanifis, to enable -

them to break off their connexion with Great Britain, and to
create a king of their own, or an independent republic 3 and
it was perfe&tly indifferent to them whether the government
in Ireland was monarchical or republican, fo that it had no
connexion with the Britith government. You therefore
looked to the Irifh Romanifts, as the moft powerful auxili-
aries that you could obtain for the execution of your projeét,

' from their numbers and inveteracy againft England. They

were poor, it is true ; they had not in their poffeffion ane-
fiftieth part of the real, nor one-twentieth part of the perfo-
nal property of the nation ; but they laid claim to almoft the
whole landed property, of which they thought their ancef-
tors were unjuftly defpoiled by the Englith colonifts; and
thefe claims, together with their poverty and favage antipa-
thy to the Proteftants of the country (all of whom, as I have
already obferved, they reputed Englithmen;) you th;)ught
would excite them to rapine and flaughter, and their num-
bers would enfure fuccefs. Your ambition and avarice pre-
fented to your imagination the elevated and lucrative fituati-
on of prefident of the congrefs of the Irith republic as at-
tainable by you : with thefe views you determined to court
the Irith Romanifts ; and to convince them of your attach-
ment to them, and your hoftility to the Froteftants, you

commenced
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¢commenced your operations by an attack om the parochial
clergy of the eRablithed church, and on tithes their only fub-
fifterice. ' )
M: Gra-  The Irifh nobility and gentry of the Romifh perfuafion of
;{:"i:‘;fcg * Jneient families and eftdtes are very few ; the nobility of that
Couvention defcription not exceeding four or five, and the gentlemen of
fﬁﬁfﬁ‘,‘,’,“ any confequence not exceeding twenty. Thefe were gene-
rally men of honour, and averfe from any fchemes of demo-
cratical republics.  You knew, therefore, that your applica-
tion to them would be fruitlefs ; but there were men of other
deferiptions among the Romanifts, well fuited to your pur-
pofc : thefe were men of very low and mean parentage, who,
by great attention to trade and commerce, had arhaffed con-
fiderable fortunes,and from thenatcre of their refpetive trades
and employments, had great and extenfive connexions among
the loweft order of their perfuafion, particolarly in cities and
trading’towns. To fuch men you applied yourfelf, difclofed

your fcheme, and the means you intended, with their co~

operation, to purfue for the execution of it. You gave them
your inftructions for the different parts they were to aét in
the bufinefs, and you found them very apt fcholars. “Thefe
are the perfons whom you flile in your letter that part of the
great body of the:Catholics, the mofl popular and energetic.

In confequence, and in execution of thefe inftrutions, a
Romifh merchant in Dublin, who had very fhortly before
emerged from the loweft order of fociety into mercantile opu-
lence and confequence, and who had been for a confiderable
time your private agent for managing your intrigues with
the Romanifts, iffued out formal writs for the election of a
Romifh convention to affemble in Dublin at a certain time
limited in the writs. The French revolution having fhortly
before blazed forth, and a national affembly having been
cleCed in that jll-fated country, thefe writs direCted that the

cle&tions throughout Ireland fhould be carried ‘on in the {ame |
manner, and on the fame plan, which had been adopted in |
France for the eleion of their national affembly. So well |

were the Irith Romanifts prepared previous to this eletion,
that |

¥
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that thefe writs were executed throughout the whole na-
tion ; a Romith convention in confequence met in Dublin,
and drew up one of the moft falfe and acrimonious libels
againft the Proteftant government of this country, that
could poffibly. be devifed, ftiled it a petition to his majefty,
and caufed it to be prefented as fuch. The then chief go-
vernor of Ireland did not think fit to difperfe this unlawful
meeting, and it continued fitting with the doors of the
apartment in which it affembled, carefully clofed and guard-
ed for a confiderable fpace of time, to the great reproach of
thofe who were then intrufted with the regulation of the
police of the country; and when at length the members of
it thought fit to clofe their fitting, they appointed a perma-
nent committee whom they ftiled the Commiztee of the Catholics
of Ireland,* eonfifting of nine perfons who had been the moft

“adtive amongf} them, two or three of them merchants, as

many men whom they ftiled doftors of phyfic, the reft thop-
keepers, manufacturers, or tradefmen in Dublin.

The fuccefs of fo daring a meafure as the preceding, and
the fupinenefs of government on the occafion, gave your
Romith and infidel allies {pirits and courage to affemble pro-
vincial conventions of republicans and other traitors, for the
purpofe of procuring and publifhing refolutions.of fup-
porting and carrying into effe¢t projected innovations in the

ftate, fubverfive of the firft principles of our conftitution ;

and at length to fummon a general convention of thefe mif-
creants, from all parts of the nation to meet at Athlone,
C g one

© % Of this committee two, to wit, M‘Nevin and Sweetman, having been

. arrefted on charges of high-treafon, confeffed their treafons, and particalarly

M*Nevin, before the Secret Committees of the Houles of Lords and Com-
mons. They are at prefent at Fort George in Scetland, where they are con-
fined; an a& has paffed for their perpetual banifhment; government, in
confideration of their difcoverics, having fpared their lives.

Braughall, another of them, was a long time confined under a charo-c of
high-treafon, but has been lately liberated ; he has perhaps purchafed his
freedom by giving private and ufeful information to government. '

M:‘Cormick, fecretary to the committee, has fled out of the kingdom, to
evade the punithment of his crimes.

Ryan, one of the committee, is dead ; and fome others of them have de-
parted out of this kingdom, to which, it is to be hoped, they never will
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one of the king’s garrifons in the heart of the kingdom,
for the fame traitorous purpofes.

The ftate was at length roufed from its lcthargy, and the
parliament pafled an a&t to fupprefs fuch dangerous aﬁ'em-
blies. 'The furious oppofition you gave to this act in the
Houfe of Commons, as well as to the a& for reftraining the
fale of gun-powder by certain regulations, when thefe con-
federated traitors were forming magazines of ammunition in
different parts of the kingdom ; and to the infurreGtion act,
to prevent the nightly robberies and murders gontinually
committed on the peaceable inhabitants, by gangs of thefe
confederates fliling themfelves United Irifbmen 5 your con-
ftant infertion of thefe aGts in your bead-roll of pretended

grievances ever fiiice, and your complaints of them in your’
prefent addrefs, all demonftrate how much you think the .

execution of your project of feparation impeded by the ope-
ration of thefe falutary {tatutes. )
Mr.Grat-  Thus defeated in Ireland, your maflers, the republican
tf,?n:?:: fa&tion in England, were confulted ; they looked to an in-
;’:;;gi;‘d furretion in Ireland as the moft effie€tual mode of raifing a
by the re- clamour againft the minifters in England, and diftrefling and
}’a“éng:';n perhaps overtarning the government there. It was repre-
Eugland. fented to them, that the moft powerful engines they could
ufe for undermining the prefent power of the government
in Treland were the fubverfion of the Proteftant eftablifh-
ment in Ireland, and the fubftitution of popery in its room 3
that the mafs of Irifh Romanifts having a rooted averfion
to the Britifh name and narion, and having for more than
a century looked to the. French nation for affiftance to
enable them to throw off all connexion with Great Britain,

had heretofore thewn fome marks of attachment to the mo-

narthical form of government, by their adherence to the

interefts of the Stuart family ; but that this feeming attach-
ment to monarchy was adopted by them merely on the fup-
pofition, that the Stuart family, by its influenice at the court
of France, could procure them the means of feparating
themfelves from England, and from complaifance to the
then monarchical government of France: but that now,

the Stuart family being extin, rcpubhcamfm being efta- |
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blithed in France by the revolution, and alfo in America,
by a fuccefsful rebellion, (which by the afliftance of the e
French was lopped off from the Britifh Empiré, and formed
into an indeépendent republic,) the whole body of the Ro-
manifts of Ireland had'thrown off the mafk, and declared
themfelves determined republicans; at/leaft that part of
them which you flile the mofl popular and energetick : that
their ancient nobility and. gentry were, as to number, and
influence with the mafs of their perfuafion, contemptible ;
that the energeticks had lately banithed them both from their
aflemblies and councils ; that the body of republicans in
Ireland diftin&  from:the Romifh body, though perfectly
agreeing in opinion with the Englith republicans, being all
Atheifts, Deifts. and difciples of Voltaire, Rouffeau, Paine,
Price and Prieftley, paffing under the gcnc'ral name of
Diflenters, were too few and too weak to attempt a revolu-
tion with any profpect of fuccefs without theco-operation
of the Romanifts; and that fuch Proteftant Diflenters as
were real chriftians, being greatiy the majority of that clafs
of people, would, on any attempt to {ubvert the eftablithed
government, join heart and hand with their brethren the

‘Proteftants of the eftablifhment. : : .

Thefe reafons prevailed on your Englifh mafters to lend

their aid to the plan of fubverting the eftablithed church of
Ircland, and fubflituting popery in its room, as the firft
ftep to a republican revolution ; and by the artful intrigues
of this Englith fadtion in the Britith cabinet, Earl Fitzwil-
liam was feleted as a proper perfon to fill the important
cmploymcnt of Lord Licutenant of this kingdom. This

- nobleman was himf{elf an enemy to republicanifm, and ut-

. terly ignorant of the intrigues of the fadtion ; but they had

the art, neverthelefs, to render him a ready tool for carrying

into execution this their firft flep towards a republic. y

The late Mr. Edmund Burke, a man of fplendid but not charager

folid talents, had obtained the confidence of this nobleman 3“‘:5;‘1‘1‘;5‘3

to fuch a degree, that he regulated all his political exertions My, Ei-

- with unbounded authority.—Mr. Burke was himfelf {prung g;’ﬁdc

from parents who were Irifth Romanifts ; he received his

. early education in the College of Dublin ; but having quit- ~

; C2 ted
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ted Ireland at a very early period of life, and all his relas
tions by blood or alliance being Irith Romanifts, he became
thoroughly tinged, or rather dyed in grain, with t\he po-
litical fentiments of that clafs of people. He had procured
the favour and prote&tion of the late Marquis of Rocking-
ham, uncle to Earl Fitzwilliam, who obtaingd for Him a .
{eat in the Britifh Houfe of Commons, in which, during the &
American war, he conftantly harangued with the utmoft ve- '
hemence in favour of the Americans, and by promoting il

o

il e

humours and diffenfions at home, conduced as much asany
man in England to the {eparation of America from the .3
Mother Country. Indeed it may be truly faid, that the ill 3

fuccefs of the Britifh arms in America was in a greater de-
gree owing to intrigues of a republican fa&ion at home, one
of the active legders of which at that time was Mr. Burke,
than to the power cither of France or America. Encou-
raged by the fuccefs of the American rebellion, Mr. Burke
formed the dangerous project of overturning the Proteftant
eftablithment in [reland, and fubRtituting popery in its room ;
and with that view he exerted all his abilities to purfuade fe-
veral very popular and powerful Englith noblemen, that the
only method of retaining Ireland in obedience to the Bri-
tith crown, and maintaining the connexion between the two .
copntries, was the complete eftablifiment of popery in Ire-
land ; and that the irreconcilable difference of the eftablifhed ]
religion of the inhabitants of the two nations refpetively
v;ould be the indiffoluble cement of peace and union between
them. ' :

P

-

o Asa convincing argument in favour of the praftical
truth of this new and ftrange dotrine, he adduced the ex- =
ample of England and Scotland before the union, where dif- |
f:-rcnce of religious eftablithments had produced no fépara- |
tlon, artfully fupprefling in his reprefentations, that though\"‘-
the religious eftablihiments of the two countries laft men-
t.,\mcd were in fome particulars different, yet they were both &
Proteftant eflablifhments, agreeing in all material matters of ‘
faith, and differing in difcipline only. e magnified the :
n‘m“‘wrs, wealth, and power of the Irifh Romanifts beyond ‘4
all bounds of truth, and aCtually perfuaded thefe hoble:}:nen,

utterly ;“
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utterly ignorant of the real ftate of Ireland, that the Irith
Romanifts, if not gratified by the profcription of the Pro-
teftant eftablithment, and the fub(htutlon of propery in its
room, would w1thdraw the Irith nation from its connexion
with Great Bntam, and form themfelves into an indepen-
dent government, after the example of America; adding, -
that they were fuﬁicxently powerful to effe fuch a revo-
lution.

- Whether Mr. Burke had, at the time he formed his pro-
jet of eftablifhing popery in Ireland, entertained it only as a
ftep toward a feparation of Ireland from the Britith Empire,
1s not quite clear, though his ftrong attachment to repub-
lican principles during the American war gives good ground
- for fulpeting him of fuch a defign : it is, however certain,
that he concealed with great care this part of his plan (if it
was a part) from his patron, and the great noblemen to
whom he had accefs by his means ; and when the French
revolution blazed forth, and ¢onfumed all religions in that
country, and popery its eftablifhed religion among the reft,
Mr: Burke changed, or affe@ted to change, all his formcer
opinions in favour of republicanifm fo often repeated in his
moft flaming harangues, and wrote with great violence
againft the French republicans ; for which change, if it was
real, no other probable reafon can be adduced, than the
fubverfion of popery in France by thefe republicans, which
. he ftiles in one of his lateft produfions the pulling down the
majefly of religion. '

Under the influence, or rather under the abfolute con-
troul of fuch a man, wedded to the promotion of the inte-
refts of popery, did Earl Fitzwilliam take upon him the go-
vernment of this kingdom. Your mafters in England gave
you immediate notice of the fuccefs of their intrigues, that
they had procured the delivery of this kingdom into the
hands of a perfon the fitteft in the world for their and your
purpole; and you immediately fet off for England to pre
pare and fharpen your tool for the effetual execution of the
work in which you intended to employ him.

Happily for this kingdom, your prefumptuous precipi- Mr. Grat-
tancy marred your project ; you fet your engine immediately e :{:’f'n,.

' to
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ce that the whole machinery fell

to work with fo much violen
kingdom, to

fuddenly to pieces. You pofted back to this ’
anticipate any popularity which the Lord Lieutenant might
obtain among the Romanifts by configning.the power of the
{tate.to their hands, and by the ruin of the Proteftant inte-
reft in Irelarid, as far as he could effetit. You were jealous
of the fame of fo glorious an atchievement, and one fo con-
ducive to the fuccefs of your project of feparation, and were
unwilling to fhare it even with the chief governor. You
were defirous that your allies, the energetick Irith Romanifts,
fhould be convinced that he was only your engine in the
bufinefs, and that the whole merit was your own:  You fma
mediately affembled the ftanding committee of the Roman-
ifts already mentioned, confifting of nine perfons, traders,
mechanicks, and men filing themfelves doctors of phyfic.
This {tanding committee were cramped a little in the ex~
ercife of their authority over the whole body of Romanifts
in this kingdom by the convention bill; and you and they
together, not daring in open violation of the law, to fum-
mon a new Romifh convention, took however as effeGtual,
though not fo daring, a method of proclaiming the general
union and confederacy of the Irifh Romanifts againft the
conftitition. You and your nine worthies drew up and
publithed a kind of manife{to under the guife of a petition
to parliament, wherein was demanded, as a matter of right,
2 full and perfe&t communication of all privileges and offices
of the ftate, without exception, to the Romanifts ; that no
diftin&tion in thefe particulars fhould be continued between
them and Proteftants ; and that all laws which created fuch
diftin&tions, and which had been ena&led in Ireland fince the
::;::;cemem of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, thould be
Tbc committee publifhed advertifements in moft of the
P.“bl‘c_t_‘IvePaPefs, addreffed to the Romanifts in all coun-
ties, cities, towns, and boroughs, throughout the kingdom ;
ordering thet.n 1mmec}i?te1y to draw up fimilar manifcftoes,
::dt;rc:efg:.l:‘:aorfv petitions to par]iam.em-, and tran{mit them
City of Dublin T e cumer i b beracgshyhe
s a molt energetick Romanift.
Thefe
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Thefe orders were complied with by the Romanifts in
every quarter of the kingdom with great expedition ; the
feveral manifeftoes were almoft in the fame words with that
drawn up by you and your energetick committee ;' and were
all prefented to parliament on its meeting, wnth long lifts of
names fubfcribed to each.

The Lord Licutenant arrived in this kmgdom thortly
after you, and acted in every thing exaltly conformable to
your advice. The great law officers of the crown were im-
mediately difmiffed from their employments, as were many
others of great family and abilitics from feveral moft im-
portant offices in the ftate, without any reafon being aﬂ'xgned
for their difmiffal, other than that they were Proteftants ad-
verfe to your meafurés, and that you wanted their employ-
ments for your own creatures. Open menaces of removing -
the Lord Chancellor were thrown out, aud if your domi-
natipn had continued, he might probably have been fucceeded’
by a Romanift. The court of the viceroy was crowded with
Romanifts of the loweft condition, the moft obtrufive and
aftive among the mob of that perfuafion; (fuch perfons as
your admired apoftle Mr. Puine calls nobles by nature) the
moft pepular and energetick Romanilts, were feated at the feftive
board of the Earl Fitzwilliam, to the no fmall degradation of
his great ftation.

The miniftry of England, at lenuth roufed from their Mr. Grat-
lethargy by the rapidity of your revolutionary progrefs in :.Z;:o(:;t-
this country, found it neceflary fuddenly to recall’ the un.- condu& on
fortunate nobleman whom you, with the afliftance of Mr. t,}éeyr::?u
Edmund Burke, had duped into fuch deftra&live meafures, Fitzwilliam
and all your plans of avarice and ambition were defeated
at one ftroke.- The rage of you and your allies, the popular
and energetick Romanifls, burft forth on this occafion with
the utmoft fury. Your committee, at your inftance; fum-
moned a general meeting of their party at a Romith, Chapel
in the city of Dublin; they there refolved to fend'deputies
to London with a petition to his majefty, praying that he
would continue Lord Fitzwilliam, that is, you, in the go-
vernment of Ireland, and ftuffed, as ufual with them, with
2%
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all manner of fhamelels falfehoods ; for your Romifth party

had, from the beginning of your opérations, tota‘lly‘aban-
doned all regard to truth, thinking that the impudence and

audacity of their affertions would gain credit to fome of

them, at leaft in England, where, from the ignorance which
prevailed refpeéting the internal ftate of Ireland, honeft men
might be induced to think, that even the moft hardened
lyars would not openly publifh fuch details, and prefent
them to the throne, without fome foundation or colour of
truth.

One of thefe daring falfehoods, with which all the pub-
lications of your Romifh allies were at that time and have
been ever fince garnifhed, was that, what with equal falfe-
hood and deceit they are pleafed to ftile zbe emancipation of
the Roman Catholics was impatiently withed for by the Pro-
teftants of Ireland; and the Romifh affemblies, to counte=
nance this falfehood in feveral of their refolutions, which

they caufed to be oftentatioufly publifhed in the daily Newf- -

papers both in England and Ireland, with great gravity re-
turned thanks to their Proteftant brethren, for their co-
operation in the great work of their emancipation ; though
it is notorioufly known in Ireland, that the great body of
Proteftants view fuch a meafure with abhorrence ; that thofe
who pafs under the general denomination of Proteftants, and
give any countenance or fupport to fuch a meafure, are gene-
rally republicans, and avowed difciples of Paine, Price, and
Prieftley, or timid perfons who dread the horrors of a Romith
rebellion 5 and (praifed be God !} among the mafs of ped-
ple pafling under the general defcription of Proteftants in
Ircland, republicans, infidels, blafphemers and cowards

are very few, and inconfiderable with refpet to power or
property. '

MTr. Grat- . _

o fagi.  Lhis affembly alfo’ voted an addrefs to you : your anfwer

ous anfwer to whi 2 . .

tohe ad- o ich very ?1ﬂln|y points out your defign of feparating

;1{:{;_35 gxr,c ;{C two countries, and the ufe you intended to make of the

omiih af- 0 H H .

fembly at Imf;m]iishm the execution of that defign, L4

‘!":xc:!u:}-ﬂ p all here take the liberty of reminding you of a few
= paflages i , 2 .

P‘“{j’ t?c prinéds in that (:;?fw er, which together with the addrefs was

recall o on one 9

sl ¥ cet of paper, and fent in thoufands over

william,

all
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all Irsland, with advice to all Romanifts to have the fheets
framed and glazed, and hung up for perufal in all their
houfes.

This anfwer was publifhed in March, 1793, at the time
when the Britith Empire was aftualy engaged in a furious
war with a favage enemy, the enemy of mankind in geuneral !
not for advantage, for commerce, or for dominion ; but
for prefervation, for exiftence as a free country. You there-
in infert the following paffages, addreffed to the Irith Ro-
manifts ¢
§¢ Let me advife you by no means to poftpone the con-
fideration of your fortunes till after the war; rather let
Britain receive the benefit of your zeal during the exigency

’

[4

-

¢

-

¢ which demands it.
My wifh is, that you fhould be free now ; there is no
other policy which is not low and little ; let us at once
inflantly embrace, and greatly emancipate.

¢¢ If he (Earl Fitzwilliam) is to retire, I condole with my
country. For myfelf, the pangs o that occafion which I
fhould feel at rendering up my fmall portion of minifte-
rial breath, would be little, were it not for the gloomy
profpets afforded by thofe dreadful guardians which are
¢ likely to fucceed. I trembie at the return of power to
¢ your old zafk-maflers. That combination which galled
$¢ the country with its tyranny, infulted her by its manners,
¢¢ exhaufted'her by its rapacity, and {landered her by its ma-
¢ lice; fhould fuch a combination (at 6nce inflamed as it
¢ muft be now by the favour of the Britifp court, and by
¢ the reprobation of the Irifb people) return to power, [ have
¢ no hefitation to {ay, that they will extinguip Ireland, or
¢ Ireland mufl remove them. It is not your cafe only, but
¢ that of the nation 3 I find the éountry already committed
‘¢ in the ftruggle ; I beg to be committed along with her,
¢¢ and to abide the iffue of her fortunes.”

Then the anf{wer, after remarking that the Irifh parfia-
ment had voted great fupplies, goes on to fay, ¢ And
 when this country came forward, cordial and confident,
¥ with the offering of her treafure and blood, and reiolute
¢ to ftand or fall with the Britith pation, it is no proof
' “ of
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4 of wifdom or generofity to felect that moment to plant
« 2 dagger in her heart.” e

"Though the manifeft tendency of your anfwer (being all
in the fame ftrain with the above feleCted paffages) was to
excite the Romanifts of Ireland to infurretion, for the pur-
pofe of fevering the ifland from the Britith Empire during
the war with France, which would enfure the infurgents
the affiftance of the French affaflins; yet it may not be
impertinent to infert, in this my anfwer to your moft impu-
dent addrefs to the citizens of Dublin, a few comments on
the above paflages, as my anfwer is not intended for your
perufal alone, but for the perufal of my fellow citizens of
Dublin, and of all other my countrymen into whofe hands
it may fall.

It is proper to remark here, that the Irith Romanifts,
before the lieutenancy of Earl Fitzwilliam, were intitled to
every civil privilege and advantage to which Proteftants were
intitled ; fave only that their obftinate refufal of the- oath
of fupremacy, and of the oaths and engagements prefcribed
to be taken by the teft ak, precluded the few Irifh peers of
that perfuafion from voting in the Houfe of Lords, and
their commoners from feats in the Houfe of Commons.
They were alfo, by the fame means, precluded from filling ’
about 32 civil employments, among which were the offices
of Lord Lieutenant, Lord Chancellor, Judges, and Com-
mander in Chicf of the army ; in the perfons filling which
offices was vefted the fuperior executive authority of the
ftate ; fituations of legiflative and executive authority, which
can never be conceded to Romanifts while they deny the fu-
premacy of the ftate, and while even the form of a Protef=
tant eftablithment is preferved in Ireland.

In fa&, the Irith Romanifts, previous to the arrival ‘of
Earl Fitzwilliam, enjoyed a more rational, a more extenfive,
and better fecured civil liberty, than the moft favoured clafs
of {ubje@ts in any ftate in the known world, thofe of Great
Britain only excepted ; yet you and your party harangued
and ad.dreffed what you call the popular and energetick part of
them into an opinion that they were flaves ; fraudulently

and
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and maliycv'xmiﬂyﬁiled the fubverfion of the Proteftant eftablifh-
ment in church and ftate, emancipation of the Roman Catho-
lics 3 arid told thiem that they muft work their own deliverance,
when the Britith Empire is involved in a war with a potent
neighbouring nation, which has declared by public decree,
that it will fupport and affift the fubjects of all ftates who fhall
rebel againft their rulers, :
The true and palpable conﬂrué‘xon of the words, ¢ Let me
& advxfe you by no means to'poltpone the confideration of
our fortunes till after the war. My with is that you
£ {hould be free now ; there is no other policy whichis not
$¢ low and little ; let us at once inftantly embrace and great-
‘¢ ly emancipate. You muft deftroy your former dreadful
¢ guardians, your old tatk-mafters, cr they will extinguifh
¢ you. The country is already committed in the ftruggle ;
¢ I beg to be committed along with her, and to abide the
¢ iffue of her fortunes;” is, fly to arms immediately ; defiroy
Yy fireand fword oll Proteflants who oppafe your pretenfions, and
all the great Proteflant cfficers of flate, many of whom I dif-
placed inthe fbort interval of my domination, and intended to have
dene fo bythe refl : they gre all tafk-maflers, and keep you in
worfe than Egyptian bondage.  You have no time 12 lofe 5 if you
don’t difpatch them before a peace fball be concluded, they will ex-
-tinguifh you. * Great Britain can fend no affiflance to the Protef-
tants of Ireland ; you are the Irifb people, the country, the nation ;
the Proteflants are but a bandfial. England is nat able to defend
berfelf againfl France when your affiffance is withdrawn from
ber s the French will affif you with innumerable hofls 5 I my-
PIf will be your general.  If you wait till a peace is concluded
between Great Britain and ber enemics, you will be too late.
Your prefent addrefs is replete with the fame do&rines, as I
thall hereafter make more fully appear.
Your confederates, the popular and energetic Romanifts,
have not neglelted your advice, fo far as their abilities enia-
“bled them to follow it. A very confiderable number of the
Irifh Romanifts, and much the largeft portion of them, pre-
ferred peace, quiet, and the exercife -of their luwful occu-
pations, proteCled by civil liberty, to rapine and murder.
The .

-
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The whole body, though they amounted to two-thirds of
the inhabitants of the ifland, yet were not in poffeffion of
one-twentieth part of the real and perfonal property ?f the
kingdom, taken together. Hence, from a difapproba.tx.on f’f
fo wicked a meafure in a large part, and from inability in
the reft, (and indeed in the whole, if they had been upani-,
mous) no open general rehellion of the Romanifts followed
the difmiffal of Earl Fitzwilliam ; but affafination, night-
ly murder, robbery, and conflagration through a confider-
able part of the kingdom immediately followed this your
flagitious publication; and in your prefent you openly avow,
that thefe calamities are the confequences of the rejection
of what you ftile Catholic emancipation. Adverting to the
prefent convulfions in this kingdom, in your addrefs, you
write thuse ¢ They'(that 15 the government) have told us
« at fome times, though at other times they have faid the
“ contrary, that it is the fpirit of plunder, not politics, that
¢ is abroad : idle talk, whatever be the crime of the pre-
¢ "fent {pirit, it is not the crime of theft ; if fo, it were eafi-
< ly put down : no, it is a political not a predatory fpirit,
“ it is the fpirit of political reformation,” that is, Catholic
emancipation - for in your late proje& of reform, propofed
in the Houfe of Commons, the firlt and principal part of
the reformation which you and your party declared muft
precede all further reform, was Catholic emancipation, fo
that the difciples of the Proteftant reformers, who had two
centuries ago converted the nation from what our foolith
anceftors thought the errors of poper);, were to be re-re-
formed into popery, for the re-eftablithment of civil liberty ;
and popery and liberty were indiffolubly conne&ted by the
dogmas of you and your faction, inftead of popery and fla-
very heretofore coupled together in the political creed of
our filly anceftors; and you openly and audacioufly avow,
that all the prefent nightly affaffinations, robberies, and
burning of houfes, the horrible murders of multitudes of Pro-
teitant clergymen, magiftrates, witnefles, and others, with
the dreadful confpiracy for the murder of more, arife from

the fpirit of po/itical reformation which you and your falion |

have
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_have fent abroad samong the popular arnd energetic Romanifts,
that is, the dregs of the mob of that perfuafion ; and this
Apirit is conjured up by a faction contemptible in number,
never amounting to thil"ty, as well as I recolleé, on any quef-
tion in the Houfe of Commons fince the recall of Earl Fitz-
william, of which five or fix only at any one time were mem-
Bers for.counties, and frequently reduced to feven.

But, fir, it is not furprizing’that you, who have fo re- g{;(}c;::;;
peatedly harangued and addreffed for Catholic emancipation julifies the
and reform of the Commons’ Houfe, by which, as I fhall Fori'e
demonftrate-before I quit you, you mean the fubverfion of facrein
the Proteftant religion in Ircland, feparation of the ifland HhATs
from the Britith Empire, and an Irith republic; I fay, it is
not furprizing that you fhould juftify the prefent noturnal
murders and outrages of an Irifh banditti, and fine them
down by reprefenting them as arifing ¢ from the fpirit of
political reformation carried to different degrees ; to liberty
in moft inflances ; to-ambition in others; and to power in
others,” and again, ¢ here there may be confpiracy ; there
may be republicanifm ; there may be a {pirit of plunder
mixing in the public caufe; but it isa public caufe; and
let no man perfuade you that it is not the caufe of liberty
on one fide. and tyranny on the other ;7 when you had the
audacity in the fame addrefs to jultify the horrible Irith maf-
facre of the year 1641, and to falfity hiftory in the moft pal-
pable manner for that purpofe.

This, fir, you did; and although at the firlt view it may
feem that you digrefled a little from the propofed fubje&t of
your addrefs, to wit, the juftification of your own parlia-
mentary conduét, in juftifying the Irifh maflacre; to thofe
who thall attentively confider your'addrefs, as [ have done,
it will clearly appear, that you have inferted this juftifica-
tion of that dreadful cataftrophe, for the purpofe of en-

. gouraging the continuance of the prefent barbarous difor-
ders, fo gently reprefented by you, as the exertions of the
Jpirit of political reformation, operating for liberty in moft in-
flances ! 3s exertions in the caufe of liberty againfl tyranny ! by

the
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the example of the glorious exploits of the ance(’torg of the pre-
fept Romifh banditti in the fame caufe with the prefent.

It is not a little remarkable, that the defigns of the leaders
of that rebellion were the fame witlt yours, the fg:paratior}ﬂpf
this kingdom from England, and the eftablifhment of an in-
dependent government here ; and with that view, and as
the fure means of effc@ing their purpofe, they intended the
utter extirpation of the Proteftant religion, and had projected

a reform in parliament by the' deftruction-of the boroughs’

fome time before they broke out into open rebellion, as may
be feen by the hiftories of that time, and particularly by that
moft valuable one, Mr. Carte’s hiftory of the Duke of
Ormond, and the authentic documents which he has pub—
lithed in the appendix to it. ‘ .

You begin your juftification of the Irifh rebellion with a
falfe and acrimonious inveQive againft king James the firft.

(I fhall before I conclude this anfwer, expofe your malignant

miftatement of the conduct of that prince to his Irith fub-
je€ts.) You then proceed to abufe, by moft malicious mif-
reprefentations, (to which you have fo habituated yourfelf,
that they feem to be natural to you,) the whole of the con-
duct of king Charles the firft, and the adminiftration of the
Earl of Strafford, his minifter in Ireland, It is no wonder
that you, who prefume with an aflurance peculiar to your-
{elf to mifreprefent in the moft flagrant manner what is
every day happening before our eyes, thould mifreprefent
antiquity without quoting any hiftorian to fupport your mif-
ftatements.  You fometimes add to your malignant fables
the words, ¢ fays the hifforian ;” pray, why did you not de-
clare the hiftorian’s name ? Such mifreprefentations of tranf-
altions in the reigns of James the firft, and Charles the firft,
but not tinged quite fo deeply with acrimonious inveétive,
are contained in two books, both of them of modern date ;
one written by a mercenary profligate fcribbler, of the name
of Brooke, hired by a club of Irifh Romanifts to defame
the Proteflant government of Ircland, and called #%e trial of
z-?:nksg“:;cc:;l;,oﬁ? D :tle othe: by a bigotted Romifh phyfi-

1n, of the name of Curry, fliled,

an
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an hiflorical review of the wars of Ireland a fecond edition of
this laft treatife has been lately publithed in the city of

‘Dublin by your erergetic Romanifts. Is the hiftorian you

allud_c to, but whom you decline to name, one of thefe?
They both are in ftile and credit, as hiftorians, rather be-
low the level of Oldmixon and Ogilby in England. Any
erfon who wifhes to be convinced of the falfe colouring with
which they and you have difguifed and deformed the hif-
tory-of thofe times, will be fully fatisfied by reading the
three' firlt books of the firft volume of Carte’s hiftory of

. the Duke of Ormond, and the authorities there referred to 3

and Hume, 6th vol. page geo1, 402, &c. he will there
find your calumnies fully refuted, and that Ireland owes her
gcjhﬂ:itution, her laws, her manufaQures, her trade, her ci-
vilization, to the two monarchs, and the great ftatefman,
you have thus bafely traduced and abufed ; that from a
woody defert, inhabited only by favage barbarians for the
moft part, it affumed the appearance of a civilized country
by the great ‘care and attention of thefe monarchs and their
minifters, particularly the Earl of Strafford. Hiftory gives
the following account of the Earl of Strafford’s admini-
ftration in Ireland : ¢ In the government of Ireland, his ad-
¢t miniftration had been equally promotive of his mafter’s
¢ intereft, and that of the fubje€ts committed to his care ;
¢¢ a large debt he had paid off ; he had left a confiderable
¢ {um in the Exchequer; the revenues, which never before
¢¢ anfwered the charges of government, were now raifed to
be equal to them; a fmall ftanding army, formerly kept
in no order, was augmented, and was governed by exalt
difcipline ; and a great force was then raifed and paid for
« the fupport of the king’s authority againft the Scotch co-
€ venanters.
¢ Induftry and all the arts of peace were introduced
among that rude people ; the thipping of the kingdom
augmented a hundred fold ; the cuftoms tripled upon the
fame rates 3 the exports doubled in value to the imports 3
manufaltures, particularly that of linen, introduced and
promoted ; agriculture, by means of the Englith and
¢ Scottifh
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« Scottifh plantations, gradually advancing 3 the P.roteﬂant
¢ religion encouraged without the perfecution or difcontent
« of the Catholics.” See Hupe’s hiftory, vol. 6th, page
402, and the authorities there quoted. 3
As you have raked up the afhes of the dead for the pur-
pofe of defaming them, and thereby juftifying rebellion and
maffacre ; it may not be amifs here to infert an account of
the condud of the Earl of Strafford, when brought to trial
before his peers by mercilefs cruel republicans, who hunted
him to death, and murdered him in defiance and contempt
of the known laws of this country ; though you, with as
much ignorance as malice, ftate that he ¢ ju/ily loj? bis head R
as if the putting any man to dcat)h by a public execution,
againft whom no crime, which could warrant judgment of
death by the known laws of the land, was proved, and againﬁ:
whom no judgment was pronounced by his peers wha tried
him, was an a& of juftice; eighty peers attended at his trial :
on an impeachment for high treafou by the Commons. Af-
ter the trial had lafted eighteen days, the managers of the -
Commons, finding they had failed in the proof of any act of
treafon againft him, dnd that the peers intended to acquit
him, immediately fufpended the progrefs of the trial; the
Commons his accufers turned judges, contrary to all law and
juttice, brought in and pafled a bill of attainder againft him
in their own houfe, fent it to the lords, compelled a majo-
rity of thelords, by great and outrageous mobs, and menaces
of affalination, to pafs the bill; forty-five lords only, out
of cighty that attended the trial, being prefent in the houfe
at the time the bill paffed; the reft being kept away through
dread of republican violence ; and of thefe forty-five, nine-
teen voted againt the bill. His majefty was prevailed upon
by a forged letter, pretended to have been written by the
Earl himfelf, to give his affent to this murderous ac& ; fuch
was the jultice by which the Earl of Strafford loft his head !
'n.is n?ode:rn French juftice! I am not athamed to quote my
Giltorical au’thorities, fee the State Trials, tft vol. Hume,
6th vol from p. 400 to 411, Carte’s Ormond, 1ft vol. p.
131 to 1,6, Mr. Whitlock, the famous republican, fa-
vourite
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vourite of Cromwell, and author of the memorials, was
himfelf chairman of the committee of the Houfe of Com-
mons, appointed to condu& and manage the impeachment
againft the earl before the lords; he thus defcribes the be-

‘haviour of that great man on his trial : ¢ Certainly never

“ any man aled fuch a part on fuch a theatre, with more

"¢¢ wifdom, conftancy and eloquence, with greater reafon,

¢ judgment, and temper, and with a better grace in all his
¢ words and altions, than did this great and excellent per-
¢ fon, and he moved' the hearts of all his auditors, fome
 few excepted, to remorfe and pity.” And the fame

-author, fpeaking of the earl’s death, thus exprefles himfelf :

“ He died with charity, courage, and general lamentation.
Thus fell this noble earl, who for natural parts and abili-
¢ ties, and for improvement of knowledge, by experience
¢ in the greateft affairs, for wifdom, fuithfulnefs and gallun-
“ try of mind, hath left few behind him, that may be rank-
¢ ed equal with him.” See Whitlock’s memorials from p. 40
to 43. Such was the language of one of the profecutors of
that great and unfortunate ftatefman refpe@ling him ; how
different from that of you, ‘his pofthumous defamer! who
ftile him with as much falfehood and malice, as vulgarity, a
robber.

After your ftating, cortrary to all truth, to all authentic Remarks

hiftory, that the Irith were, before the rebellion and maf-

on Mr,

Grattan's

facre, -the moft opprefled, nation on earth, that thefe op- juttification

preflions were the natural effe@s of a borough parliament ;
that the inhuman, perfecutions under which the Irith then
laboured were provocations fufficient to excite in the minds
of the people fentiments of the moft favage revenge, and
fully to juftify them ; you break out into the following rant:
“ Maffacre, confufion, civil war, religious fury followed
¢ naturally and of courfe ; here you fee hatched and matured
the cgg which produced the maflacre, and all that brood
of mortal confequences. The principles of robbery were
‘¢ planted by the deputy (the Earl of Strafford, and the go-
“ vernment were furprized at the growth of popular pil-
 lage; had the country been left to a flate of barbarous

; D ¢ nature,

114

(14

of the bar-

barous Ro-~
mifh maffa-
creof 1641.
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« nature, fhe could not have been fo {hattered and cort-
« yulfed, as, when thus reduced to a ftate of barbarous
¢ art.” Thus you defend the juftice of this horrible maf-
facre ; for the man who tells us, that the provocation givemn
was fuch as called for the revenge, juftifies the revenge, it
then becomes but juftice ; homicide is even juftifiable by the
common law, if the provocation is fo great that human nature
cannot brook it, a robber may be juftly flain by the party at-
tacked, fuch homicide is delf-defence 3 here then you addrefs
the citizens of Dublin with a defence of the barbarous maffacre’
of their unoffending Proteftant anceftors by mercilefs Remifh
murderers. Gracious God ! a century and an half has paffed
fince that horrid tranfaction, and no man hagin all that time
been found audacions and wicked enough to. juftify it, except
yourfelf ; many have attempted to extenuate it, fome paitially-*
to excufe it, but noone fully to juflify it, until you took up
your pen for that purpofe ; to awaken the horror in the minds:
of Irith Proteftants, which fuch an attempt muft juftly
excite, | {hall delineate from authentic hiftorians fome of
the moft prominent and terrible features of that dreadful
cataftrophe,
“ The Irifh, every where intermingled wwith the Englifh,.
needed but a bint from their leaders and priefls to begin bof- -
tilities againfi a people whom they hated on account of their re-
ligion, and envied Jor their riches and profperity, the boufes,
“ catile, goods of the unwary Englifh were Sirft Sfeized, tbtfl
who heard of the commotions in their neighbourhood, inflead of
“ deferting their habitations and affembling together for mutual
¢ proteclion, remained at home in hopes of defending their pra-
pertys and fell thus feparately into the hands of their enemies,
after rapacity bad fully exerted itfelf, cruelty, and that the
mo/l barbarous, that ever in any natian, was known or heard
of, began its operations, an univerfal maffacre commenced of |
“ the Englifh now defencelefs and paffively refigned to their in-
human foes, na age, no fex, no condition was fpared. The w:ﬁ
¢ weeping for ber butchered bufband, and embracing her helplefs
:: children, was pierced with them, and perifbed by tbe]ame
Sroke, the old, the young, the vigerous, the infirm, underwent
€ the
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the like fate, and were confounded in one common ruin; in
vain did flight fave from the firft affault, defiruction was
every where let loofe, and met the hunted viftims at every
turn 5 in valn was recourfe had to relations, to companions,
to friends all connexions were diffolved, and death was dealt
by that band, from which protection was implored and ex-
pected 5 without provocation, without oppofition, the aflonifbed

Englifh, being in profound peace and full ficurity, were maf-

Sfacred by sheir nearéft neighbours, with wh.m they had long
upheld a continued intercourfe of kindnefs and good offices, but
death was the lighteft puxifpment infliéted by thofe enraged
rebels 5 all the tortures which wanton cruelty could devife, all -
the lingering pains of body, the anguifb of mind, the agonies of
défpair, could not [atiate revenge, excited without injury, and
cruelty derived from no caufe 5 to enter into the particulars
would fhock the leaft delicate humanity, fuch encrmities, though
attefted by undoubted evidence, appear almoft incredible, de<
praved nature, even perverted religion encouraged by the ut-
mofl licence, reaches not to fuch a pitch of feracity, unlefs the®
pity inberent in buman breafts, be deftroyed, by that contagion
of example, which tranfports man beyond all the ufual motives
of condult and bebaviour.

¢ The weaker fex themfelves, naturally tender to their own

 fufferings and compaffionate to thofe of others, bere emulated
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their more robuft companionsy in the praflice of every cruelty ;
even children, taught by the example, and encouraged by the ex-
hortation of their parents, effayed their feeble blows on the
dead carcafes or defencelefs children of the Englifb's the very
avarice of the Irifb was nat a fufficient reftraint to their cruel-
1y, fuch was their frenzy, that the cattle which they had feized,
and by rapine had made their' own, yet becaufe they bore the
name of Englifh, were wantonly flaughtered, or when covered
with wounds, turned lbafe into the woods and deferts.
< The frately buildings or commodious babitations of the plan-
ters, as if upbraiding the floth and ignorance of the natives,
were confumed with fire, or laid level with the ground, and
wheré the miferable swners, fhut up in their houfes and pre-
paring for defence perifbed in the flames, iag:t/m with their
Do §¢ ayiwes
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& wx'vu'and children, a double triumph was offered to sheir in<
¢ fulting foes. X
s¢ If any where a number affemblea together, and affuming
courage [rom dejpair, were refolved to fweeten death by a rex
¢ wenge on 1/J¢fir affaffins, they were difarmed by capitulations
and promifes of fafety, confirmed by the moft folermn oaths 5 but
no foomer bad they furrendered, than the rebels, with perfidy
“ equal 10 their cruclty, made them fbare he fate of their un-
¢ happy counirymen. . ,

s« Others, more ingenious [till in their barbarity, tempted their
prifoners, by the fond lve of life, to embrue their hands in the
bisod of tbzirfrimds, Lrothers, and parents, and baving thus

-

-

¢

-
-

-

-
-

-

< rendered them accomplices in guilt, gave them ibat death, which
¢ they fought to fhun by diferving it. 3

“ Amidft all thefe enormities, the facred name of religion found-
< ¢d on cvery fide, not to flap the bands of thefe murderers, but
to enforce their blows, and to fieel their bearts againft every
movement (f buman or fucial [ympathy 5 the Englifh, as here=
tics, abkorred of God, and deteftable to all holy men, were
““ marked out Ly the priefis for flaughter 3 and of all ations, to
“ rid the world of thefe declared enemies to Catholic faith and
piety, was reprefented as the moft meritorious 5 nature, which
in that rude people was fuffictently inclined 1o atrocious decas,
was further ftimulated by precept, and national prejudices em= :
““ porfoned by thufe averfions, more deadly and incurable, which |
“arofe from an emraged fuperfiition, while death finifbed the
 fufferings of each victim, the bigotted affaffins, with joy and f
“ exultation, ftill echoed in bis expiring ears, that thife agonies j
wer? but the commencement of torments infinite and e;ernaf."
Such is the defcription of this hellith maffacre given by
Mr. Hume in the 6th vol. of his hiftory from page 410 t0 |
436,and he Riles it, an event memorable in the annals of buman f!
kind, and worthy to be beld in perpetual deteflation and abbor- <
rence. That he has not heightened the picture beyond rea]ity,"i
the writings of Temple, of Clarendon, of Ruthworth, of
Whitlock, cotemporary hiftorians, and volumes of original de-
pofitions taken on the occafion, and now extant in the library
of Trinity College, Dublin, fufficiently prove; fome differ=}

-
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ences of opinion have indeed prevailed, refpeting the number
of the immolated viims ; Mr. Carte, a writer of fingular ’
humanity and juftice, examines thofe opinions refpe&ing the
number with! great candour, and in the hiftory of the Duke of

-Ormond, 1t vol. p. 177, 178, ftates that though fome writers

had fwelled the amount of the murdered to upwards of one
hundred thoufand, yet that Peter Walth, a Romith fryar, cal-

-culateq the number {laughtered to amount to eight thoufand

only ; but that Sir William Petty in his Political Anatomy of

-Ireland, computed the number of Proteftants maffacred in cold

blood, in the firft year of the Irifh rebellion, to amount to
thirty-feven thoufand, and to this laft calculation, Mr. Carte
gives his own approbation, founded on the known abilities of

- Sir William Petty, his fkill in calculation, and the oppor-

|

e~

)

'\
i

tunities he had of obtaining authentic information, he having,

‘fhortly after this"dreadful period, furveyed the whole king+

dom. It is here to be remarked that in Mr. Hume’s ac-
count Englithman and Proteftant are {ynonimous, the native
Irith Romanifts to this day counting every Proteftant, though
of Irith name and family, an Englithman, and having, as{
have already obferved, but one word in their language to fig-
nify both, Did you mean to infult the citizens of Dublin
by juftifying this horrid maffacre, as a juft retaliation on the
Irith Proteftants, as oppreflors of the Irith nation ? What
opinion do you think the citizens of Dublin will entertain of
the heart of the man, who could juftify fo barbdrous a tranfac-
tion ? Surely every Proteftant in the nation, and every Ro?
manift too, who is not one of your encrgetics, will hold the
fame opinion of its advocate, as Mr. Hume held of the event
itfelf, to wit, that he is worthy to be held in perpetual detefta-
tion and abhorrence !

I have cited this hiftorical account of the Irith maflacte in
the words of the hiftorian, without adding oné tittle to it, not
with a view of awakening qld animofities,. and exciting to
new outrages, the purpofe for which you lugged it head and
thoulders into your addrefs.

I am perfeitly.convinced that many, I hope and believe =
great majority; of the Irith Romanifts of the prefent day,

hold
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hold it in as much abhorrence as I do, but T have taken tlhis
notice of it, becaufe you have provoked it ; and to hold you
up in your proper colours to the nation, which you have ip-
fulted by juftifying it, to fhew the reafonable Romanifts, (for
I write not to your energetics ) to what barbarous and dange-
rous extremities you are urging them, merely for the gratifi-
cation of your own ambition, and avarice ; and to diffe¢t and
expofe to public infpection, the heart of a man, capable
of publifhing to the world his approbation of the barbarous
Irith maffacre, and of the prefent horrible nofturnal mur-
ders, conflagrations, and robberies, perpetrated by your po-
pular and enevgetic Romanifls, throughout a great part of this
nation, exa@ly of the fame kind with thofe perpetrated by
the Irith rebels in the year 1641, and which you emphatically
ftile, zhe exertions of the fpirit of political reformation, operating
Jor liberty in moft inflances, and which in your addrefs you fti-
mulate them to, as well by your avowed approbation of for-
mer maffacres, as by telling them, that the exertions of the
prefent government, in ftationingand employing the king’s
army in different parts of the nation, for the fuppreflion of
thefe murders and robberies, and the protetion of the loyal
and peaceable fubjeéts, under the guidance of the civil magif~
trates, are murders, and the minifter 2 murderer, and em-
ployer of murderers; thus you call the energetic Romanifts,
to arms ! thus you found the trumpet of infurreGtion and
maffacre, by the moft notorious and malignant falfehoods !
¢¢ The minifter (you exclaim) deftroyed liberty, and property,
“ he confumed the prefs, he burned houfes and villages,
““ he murdered and he failed (that is, my brave confederates,
“ he has not yet been able to fupprefs the murders, and rob-
“ beriesof youthe emergetic Romanifis ) recall your murder-
‘ er, we faid, and in his place, difpatch our meffenger, try
¢ conciliation,” that is, banifh your magiftracy, recall the
army, who are fub-murderers, from the country, extinguith
?“ law, abandon the loyal and peaceable Irith Proteftant fub-
je&ts, to murder, robbery and conflagration, give the king-
dom up without further conteft to the popular and energetic
Romanifls, and fubmit your throats to the knife, without fur-

ther
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ther ftruggle ; for zhe mafs of the people, the Irifh nation, arc
 determined to maffacre you all, you are foreigners, murderers,
and merit flaughter.
I cannot yer difmifs your anfwer to the addrefs of the Ro-
* manifts affembled at Francis-ftreet Chapel without one fur-
ther remark as well on your vanity, as your deceit : you men-
tion therein during the very fhort government of Earl Fitz-
william that, ¢ we” (meaning yourfelf and your puny fa&tion
of ten or twelve members in the Houfe of Commons) ¢ ob-
¢ tained a great force and a great {upply with the confent
¢ and confidence of the people;” and you add, it is no
¢ proof of wifdom to take the taxes and continue the abufes,
¢ to dath away the affe@ion of the people of Ircland, to fe-’
% Je& the moment when the people of Ireland came forward
¢ with her blood and treafure, refolite to ftand or fall with
¢ the Britifh nation, to plant a dagger in her heart.”  Thefe
paragraphs are a continued chain of deceit ; 1ft, you intended
to infinuate, that by your influence, and tbat of your party
in the Houfe of Commons, a large {upply was procured in
the lieutenancy of Earl Fitzwilliam, and a confiderable in-
creafe of troops voted 5 do you think any man in Ireland, can
- be impofed upon by fuch legerdemain ? Thé" exertions and
influence of you and your party, could not have added or
deducted, one fhilling, to, or from, the fupply ; nor one man
to, or from, the number of troops voted ; you might indeed
have retarded the fupply, perhaps for a couple of days, by
your frothy harangues, and you might by fuch means, have
detained the members of the Houfe of Commons for a night
or two to late hours; the impotence of you, and your party
in the Houle, is fo well known, that your boaft of having ob-
tained a great force and a great fupply, inftead of procaring
you any credit, only excites laughter at your extravagant va-
" nity, in thofe who know, and confider only your imbecility ;
a fneer of contempt at your deceit, in thofe who know you
intended this part of your anfwer to the addrefs, for the in-
fpection -of the Englifh Jacobins, your mafters, to induce
them to believe that you are of great weight and confequence
in the Irith Houfe of Commons, and might, if you had’
thought
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thought proper, have defeated or diminifhed the fupply ; and

a ftare of [urprife in all, at your impudence; in openly pub-
lithing in Ireland, what every man in Ireland, who has ever

adverted to public affairs, knows to be'a falfehood. Secondly, -

you intended to infinuate, that you and your friends pro-
cured an ample fupply, and an additional number of troops
on the terms exprefs or implied, that government fhould ex-
ert all its intereft to caufe your bill for what you ftile Catholic
emancipation, to be evacted into a law, and that the recall of
Earl Fitzwilliam was a breach of the terms, and a ftab to the
heart of the nation ; but it is evident no fuch terms could
have been agreed upon, becaufe the whole nation knew that
you and your fricnds could neither procure the grant or the
denial of a fupply, therefore no terms could have been made
with you or them, on that fcore; it is indeed certain enough
that Earl Fitzwilliam, or rather you his governor, did deter-
mine to exert all the interelt and power of government to
caufe that bill to pals into a law, and that fuch exertion of
that interelt was defeated by the fudden recall of Earl Fitz-
william, but that his recall, and the defeat of fuch a bill; were
confidered by the nation as a national calamity, as a flab to the
heart of the nation, and as a fignal inftance of ingratitude,
after ample fupplies had been voted by the Irith Houfe of

Commons, is a falfehood as groundlefs as any other contained " -

in your addrefs ; for every Proteftant in the nation, except

fome ufurpers of that name, the difciples of Paine, Price, and \

Prieltley, fhewed every demonflration of joy on the recall of
Earl Fitzwilliam, that is, a body of the Irifh people poffefling
forty-nine parts out of fifty of the landed property of Ireland,
and at lealt nineteen parts out of twenty, of the perfonal pro-
perty, the greatlanded and moneyed intereft of the kingdom 3
and. as to the bill for what you raudulently Rile the emanci-
pation qftbe Roman Catholics, you informed your popular and
energe’ic Romanifls, your committee of nine, in your anfwer
to t.hc addrefs of them and their mob, that you meant with
their permiffion to introduce their bill, immediately after the
rcc'cfs, which took place on the recall of Farl Fitzwilliam

which permiflion that moft refpeCtable committee of nine:

compofed

AP I
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compofed of traders, fhopkeepers, and empirics, by.their
refolution of the gth of April 1795, moft gracioully conceded
to you : after the playing of this farce, between you and this
doughty committee, you introduced this bill into the Houfe
of Commons out of which it was fcouted by an immenfe ma-
jority of the Houfe, -you and about twenty more, only, fup-
porting it; what proof then have you of the truth of your
affertions that the recall of Earl Fitzwilliam, was'a ftab to
the heart of the nation, and a mark of the blackeft ingrati-
tude to the nation, which had granted ample fupplies ? almoft
the whole body of the landed and moneyed intereft of the
natlon, manifefted the utmoft joy on the recall of that noble-
man, and the fame Houfe of Commons, which had granted,
the fupp]xes, almoft unanimoufly fcouted out your emancipa-
tion bill, the favourite meafure of that nobleman and thofe
employed by him ; in fhort, it is plain, that in your anfwer
you mean fraudulently, to impofe your Romanift committee,
and their mob, your popular and energetic Romanifis, on your
Jacobin mafters in England, as the Irifh nation, the Irith
people ;- fo much for your anfwer to the addrefs of the popular
and energetic Romanifts affembled in Francis-ftreet Chapel.

The Romith committee having by your advice difpatched proceed-
three delegates to the Britith court, as ambafladors with'a ;,’:f;:fh‘};;_
remonftrance, which they prefented to his majefty at his fembly a:
levee, againft the recall of Earl Fitzwilliam, and being there g;a:fighaﬂ
received with all the contempt, which the prefumption and pelen the
abfurdity of their miffion merited, returned to Ireland and 2;1]9;(;:‘]};;1
fummoned another mectmg of their party, at the Romxfh public de-
Chapel in Francis-ftreet on the oth of April 1 793, four mem- garemcheel

theirrepube

bers of your committee of nine here difplayed their oratorical hcaﬂr'ﬂ;ﬂ-
€S, dn

‘abilities ;' as they were all known to be your puppets, and hurdm,-

to act under your control, and inftruétions, a fhort account :"l"t’edth"f'
}' (¢
of the proceedings of this aflembly and of the. tendency, of Great Bri-
their fpeeches will ferve more clearly to illuftrate your dange- ting and
their recog=
rous projets ; one principal ob]e& with this aflembly, was, to nitioa of
impofe a belief on the Irifh Proteflants remote from Dublin, :ﬂ;,;(g;;c’
that the pretenfions of thele popular and energetic Romanifts,* Fy’ha‘ one
of t
were favoured by the body of the Proteitants of Dublin, and agmf:ras
to well as Mr.
Grattan.
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to give a countenance to this fraud, a few Romifh ftudents of
Trinity College, Dublin, (Romanifts having been fhortly be-
fore enabled by at of parliament to receive their education
in that feminary) repaired to that affembly ; their appearance
at the Romifh Chapel was pre-concerted, they were received
with great acclamation, and one of the orators welcomed
them-in a moft bombaftic addrefs; he affeCted, as did the
reft of the affembly, to treat them as if they were the whole
of the Proteftant ftudents of the College of Dublin, although
all the affembly knew the contrary ; many of thefe young
men being the children of leading Romanifts then prefent,
and they were part of a body, who had on that day prefented
2 fulfome addrefs to you, and were then returning after per-
fuming your idolfhip with their incenfe 5 two of thefe Ro-
mith ftudents in their turn harangued the affembly, and

inveighed with all the bitternefs of the moft malignant Ro-

mifh natives, againft all connexions between Great Britain
and Ireland ; they appeared to be perfeétly well tutored in
all the rebellious do&rine of feparation of this country from
Britain ; in all the Romifh publications of the tranfations of
this aflembly, the attendance of this handful of ftudents is
blazoned forth, as if it was the attendance of all the members
of the Proteftant Univerfity of Dublin ; the {peeches uttered
at this aflembly were publifhed in moft of the daily papers in
Dublin, and were carefully copied into Jacobin Newfpapers
in London ; one orator, of the name of MNevin,* one of the
committee of nine, after reprefenting Great Britain as almoft
totally fubdued by the arms of France, advifes the Romanifts
immediately, and during the war, to commence all kind of
hoftilities againft Britain, and thus declaims, ¢ what may we
*“ mot expect from the madnefs of her returning profperity,
“ when amidft the wreck of all her greatnefi, by a treatment
“ equally irritating and unjuft, fhe feems to folicit infurrec-
« 'tion

@ This is the M‘Nevin, who was, after this tranfaction, difpatched by the

United Irithmen, to treat with the French DireGtory, and induce them to

:nvadc Ircland.  On confeffion of his treafons, his life has been fpared ; he
s now a Prifoner ut Fort G :

e corge in Scotland, and was one of the committee
of nine.
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¢ tion among the people, or to command a dercli&ion of
¢ their rights I” - Throughout all their fpeeches, thefe Ro-
mifh orators affect to take it as granted, that what they calt
Catholic emancipation, is the wifh of all the people of Ire-
land, that the Proteftants of Ireland are attached friends to
their pretenfions, or too inconfiderable to be at all confidered
in the difcuffion of them, and that they are only oppofed by
the Britith miniftry ; fuch deception they think may have
weight in England, where the falfehood, the utter contempt
of truth, the meannefs, poverty and impotence of the de-
claimers are unknown, but they well know, that they and
their affertions, are treated with .due contempt in Ireland.

The fame orator proceeds thus: It is the protection of
¢¢ England, which has taken away your regular army to be
¢ employed in her impious crufade, her prote&ion has not left
¢ you a port from Bilboa to the Baltick, and involved you
¢ in 2 war, in which had fhe been fuccelsful, sad st the
¢ judgment of God cvertaken ber, {he would have the power,
¢¢ and I doubt not, the inclination, to rivet your bolts for
¢ ever, her prote&tion has been well compared to that of the
¢ exalted oak in.the thunder florm ; to the unphilofophic
clown who feeks its thade, the tree ferves to condu&t more
« unerringly the lightning’s force upon his head; the mo-
¢ ment is at hand, when the world fhall know how to efti-
¢ mate thé connexion of both countries, and the independ.
¢ ence of our flate ; the problem will be now refolved,
¢ whether Ireland be a frcenand imperial natjon, or only an
¢ out-lying province to Great Britain.”

All thefe orators magnified the general pepulation of Jre-
land, and the excefs of the number of Romanifls, over that
of the Proteftants in it, beyond all bounds of truth and pro.
bability ; and Turther to excite rebellion, they diminifhed the
population of Britain in the fame degree, and defcanted
threughout, on defeats and difcomfitures of the Britith arms,
which sever happened, and they all in the moft violent terms
reprobated all ideas of an union with Great Britain, and urged
the neceflity of a parliamentary reform.

-

N

N

-
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Another of thefe orators of the name of Ryan, a member
of the committee of nine, endeavoured in his harangue, to
perfuade fuch of his audience as had taken the oath enjoined
to be taken by the aét of 1793 by all Romanifts who were de-
firous of having the bencfit of that at, that nothing con- _
tained in that oath, could prevent them from endeavouring to
overthrow the prefent Proteftant Church eftablifhment in
Ire'and—The claufe in the oath relating to the’ church
cftablithment is as follows: g

¢ And I do hereby difclaim, difavow, and folemnly abjure
“ any intention to fubvert the prefent church eftablifhment,
“ for the purpofe of fubftituting a Catholic eftablithmentin its
¢ ftead.”

The argument of the lalt mentioned orator, is thus :
“ You have not abfolutely fworn, that you will not endea-
vour to {ubvert the prefent Proteftant Church eftablihment ;
you have only fworn that you willnot endeavour to fubvert it,
for the purpofe of fubftituting a Romifh Church eftablifh-
ment in its room ; but notwithftanding this oath, you may
fubvert the prefent Proteftant Church eftablifhment, provided
you do not fubftitute a Romifh eftablithment in its room;
now when we fubvert the prefent, we will live without
any eltablifhment, and we will not fubflitute a2 Romifh
eftablifkment in the room of that fubverted :” his words on
this occafion are remarkable, ¢ and I will fay, that I bave
‘¢ reafon to think that Catholics, fo far from being willing
* to fubvert one eltablithment, in order to fubflitute their own
“an its place, would not, if all eftablithments were levelled
** 1o the ground, defire or confent to build up an exclufive
** eflablifhment for their own elergy and their own creeds.”—

Thisaffembly then came to feveral refolutions, fome of them
I fhall infert,

) ‘t‘cri)c]folvcd unanimouﬂy,. that we are fincerely and unal-,
( y a“f‘Cth, to the rights, liberties, and independence
] our native country, and we pledge ourlelves, collesively
! and individually, to refilt, even our own emancipation—if

propofed to be conceded on the ignominious terms of an

3

icqu:cfccncc, i the fatal meafure of an union, with the
¢ Gifter kingdom.”

¢ Refolved
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* ‘Refolved unanimoufly, that the right hon. Henry Grat-
*¢ tan be requefted- to introduce the Catholic bill, immedi-
¢ .ately on the meeting of parliament.”
| ¢ Refolved unanimoufly, that the thanks of this meeting
v “ be refpe@fully prefented to our agent, Theobald Wolfe Tone,
‘¢ Efg. for the readinels with which he accompanied our de-
¢ puties to England and the many other important fervices,
¢ he has rendered to the Catholic body in purfuit of emanci-
€ pation, fervices which no gratitude can over rate, and no re-

£S muneration can everpay.”’

Before I proceed further in detailing the condu of you,
,and your confederates, the popular and energetic Romanifls,
it is neceffary for me to explain, not to you, but te the pub-
lic, who this Mr. ‘Tone, your fellow agent for the Romith
_committee of nine, is, and what his public conduét has been ;
as fuch explanation, will ftrongly tend to iilultrate your con-
.duct in fome particulars, and to clcar away all doubts re-
Apefting your real defigns.

This Mr. Tone* is the fon of a mechanic of fome fort in Account of
" Dublin, who fourd means to ,procure him an education in Meidiomes
the College of Dublin, and he afterwards made his way to
the bar ; he formed that fociety of affafing, the United Irifh-
men ; his name has often appeared as fecretary to that pack
of blood-hounds ; in 1592 he publithed a pamphlet, entitled,
An argament on behalf of the Catholics of Ircland ; the ob-
jet of it is to thew the deploralle flate of Ireland, arifing from
ber conmexion with Great Britain, to prove that the emanci-
pation of the Romanifts, by their admiﬂiop into the legifla-
ture will be followed neceflarily by a parliamentary reform,
and that fuch referm, produced by fuch means, will enable
Ireland to exift, as an independent ftate. perfedlly fevered
from Great Britain ; he ftates that every hour brings forth to
i Ireland

* Since the firt publication of this anfwer, Tone was apprehended on
‘board the Hoche French man of War, taken by Sir John Borlafe Warren,
on the coaft of Ireland, with troops on board for the invafion of Ireland.
He was in a French uniform, and alleged that he was an adjutant-general in
the French army. He was tried, and condemned to he hanged and quartereds
for High Treafon ; the morning of the day, appointed for his execution, he
cut his own throat, and thus defrauded the gallows. His brother was takea
with Humbert, the French general, and hanged.
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Ircland infinite refources and provocations to indcgcndencg;.
he lavithes the higheit praifes on the national aﬂ'f:mbly )
France, defcribing therh,  as a body of reprefentatives, not
« of their conflituents merely, but of man, whofe tmtur;
“ they have exalted beyond the limits, that e}ren Providence
“ feemed to have bounded it by;” he clofes his pamphlet, by
an addrefs to the people of Ireland, in thefe words, ¢ /e
‘¢ them ance cry reform, and the Catholics of Ireland are free,
¢ independent, and happy.” S

This pamphlet recommended Mr. Tone to your commit-
tee of mine, your popular and energetic Rofnang/is, they em-
ployed him as your co-adjutor in emarcipation, and voted him
the fum of fifteen.hundred pounds for his trouble.

A man of the name of Jackfon was fent over to Ireland in
the beginning of the year 1794, by the French convention,
as a {py, to procure them intelligence of the ftate of Ireland,
the difpofition of the inhabitants, and the practicability 6f an
invafion; Mr. Hamilton Rowan, and Doétor Reynolds, both
of them now exiles, outlawed for high treafon, and Mr. Tone,
now an exile too, immediately on the arrival of the French ipy,
formed a ftri& connexion with him ; Rowan was introduced
to him by a man of the name of Lewins,* one of the orators
at this affembly in Francis-ftreet Chapel of the gth of April
1795, a remarkable Romith agitator ; Tone being a man of
letters and a barrifter, was fixed on by the French fpy, to
draw up a ftate of Ireland to be tranfmitted to the Frenth
convention, to encourage them tc invade the kingdom ; this
bufinefs Mr. Tone, co-agent with you for the Irith Romanitts,
performed in April 1794. Jackfon was arrefted by the govern-
ment in the fame month, and after putting off his trial
by affidavits, once or twice, he wgs at length tried, and con-
vited of high treafon, at the bar of the court of King’s
Bench, on the 23d of April 1795, and being brought up to
receive fentence on the 3oth of that month, he died at the

bar, having previoufly fwallowed poifon 5 his aforefaid affo-

ciates made their efcapes ; on this trial, the paper drawn up

by
s anfwer, Lewins was difpatched to
and is now their accredited agent, with the

* Since the firft publication of thi

¥rance by the United Irifhmen,
¥rench Dire&ory,

B L ek Gt e pn ot it
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by Tone, as a ftate of this nation, for the ufe of the French ‘I‘f" o
ate of Ire-

convention, was read in evidence, having been intercepted land for the
ufe of the

at thc. poft- oﬂice', in this paper, this co- agent with you for L° -

the Irifh Romanifts, grofsly miftates the relative numbers of convention.

inhabitants of different fets; he reduces the Proteftants of

~ the eftablifhed church to one half their number, he more

than doubles the number of Proteftant diffenters, indeed he
trebles it, and he adds at leaft one-third to the number of
Romanifts ; his reafon for thus falfifying is cbvious, he was
a man of defperate fortune, he was as firmly attached to the
projet of the feparation of this nation from Great Britain,
as you, or the affembly at Francis-ftreet Chapel, his and your
employers ; Mr. Tone’s attachment to this proje&t may be
feen by his writings, and that of the aflembly at Francis-
fireet, by their fpeeches, publithed by themfelves with great
oftentation, in which they publicly avow the do&rine of fe-
paration ¢ -Mr. Tone very well knew, that the execution of
fuch a proje&, could not be even attempted with any reafona-
ble profpect of fuccefs, without the aid of an army of French
affaffins,"and he was apprehenfive, if he ftated the relative
numbers of the mhabltants of Ireland of different fects truly,

_ that the French would decline the hazard of an expedition to

Ireland: In refpeét however to the property, political opi-
nions, and inclinations, of the different fects, his {tatement is
more to be depended on, though not accurately true ; it pro-

" ceeds thus : ¢ The Proteftants of the eftablifhed church have

-

¢ engrofled, befides the whole church patronage, all the pro-
¢ fits and honors of the country exclufively, and a very great
§¢ fhare of the landed property ; the diffenters are fteady re-
¢ publicans, devoted to liberty, and through all the ftages
¢ of the French revolution, have been enthufiaftically attach.
 ed to it ; the Catholics, the great body of the people, are
¢ in the loweft degree of ignorance, and are ready for any
¢ change, becaufe no change can make them worfe; the
¢ .whole peafantry may be faid to be Catholics, they are in a
¢¢ femi-barbarous ftate, which of all others is the beft adapt-
% ed for makmg war 3 in-Ireland the very name of England, -

¢ and her power is univerfally odious, fave with thofe who have
€ an
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$ an intereft in maintaining it, that is, with the Proteftants
« of the cftablithment, who compofe the parliament, and
# grand juries, and are ariftocrats, whofe oy tenantry, and
“ dependants would defert and turn againft them, on the
« grft convulfion, which would level them in the duft 5 the
« diffenters are enemies to the Englifh power, from reafon,
¢ and from teflexion, the Cathslics from a hatred of the Englifh
S name, rifuliing from the tyranny of near feven centuriesy” and |
be ftates the fame grievances which you have fo‘ often com-
plained of, to wit, ¢ the church eftablifhiment, the payment
¢ of tythes, the government profecutions, the convention act, i
“ the gun powder a&t, &c. &c.” all which he reprefents,
¢ as deprelling public’fpirit, and as leaving no method for
¢ the people to make their fentiments known, but by war,”
that is, by open rebellion when the French army fhall arrive,
and by noCturnal murders and plunder, until that blefled pe-
riod.—So far proceeded your co-agent for the Romanilts,
your fellow labourer in the vineyard of emancipation, in his
treafonable correfpondence with the enemy |

However heightened the colouring of this piture, drawn
by the pencil of Mr, Tone, of the fituation of this country,
for the infpeCtion of the French convention, méy be, the
time of painting it, and feveral traits in it are very well wor-
thy of notice ; at the very time he painted it, in April 1794,
and for a long time before, he' was the acknowledged agent,
of the popular and energetic Romanifls, the identical perfons
who employed you ; and the oftenfible employment of you
both, was the work of what you and thefe Romanifts frau-
dulently ftile emancipation 5 at that very time, it was noto-
rious, that he had carried on, or attempted to carry on, a
treafonable correfpondence with the enemy, with the privity
at leaft of fome of the Romanift orators, at this affembly of
Francis-ftrcet Chapel, particularly a man of the name of
Lewins, as has been proved on Jackfon’s trial ; this affembly
voted him as their agent, their thani&s for many important
Jervices he had rendered to the Catholic body, in purfuit
of emancipation, fervices as they defcribe them, which 7o gra-

' titude

!
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titude can overrate, and no remuneration can overpay ; they do
not think £it to ftate, what thefc fervices were ; your fervices,
or part of your fervices, to thefe Romanifts, were, your
violent exertions in the Houfe of Commons in their favour,
and your planning their feveral applications to parliament,
Mr. Tone was not in parliament, and could not ferve them
that way; but Mr. Tone had written a pamphlet, in which
he ftrongly recommended a total feparation of this country
from Great Britain, as the only method by which the Ro-
manifts could compleatly emancipate themfelves; and as
fuch feparation could not be effeted by any other means,
than by an army of French murderers, and as thefe popular
and energetic Romanifts, affembled at Francis-{treet Chapel,

" the employers both of you and him, have fairly, and un-

equivocally, exprefled their approbation of feparation ; it is
by o means unreafonable to conjeCure, that Mr. Tone’s
correfpondence with the French convention, and his endea-
vours to induce them to fend an army to invade this coun-
try, were the important fervices, which no gratitude can over-
rate, and no remuneration can overpay, rendered by him to the
Catholic body, in purfuit of emancipation, mentioned in
their refolution, but which they dared not openly avow, on
account of their treafonable nature. It is not a little ree
markable, that Mr. Tone on this occafion, repeats the fame
pretended grievances of the nation, which you have fo of-
ten repeated, and alfo that he peintedly admits, that the
only friends of the Britifh connexion in the country, the
only loyal fubjeéts, the only decided enemies of the French
revolution, and the people who poffefs almoft the whole
property of the country, are the Protefltants of the efta-

- blithed church ; he alflo pointedly admits, what has fo often

been objected againft the Irifh Romanifts, and againft their
claims to political power, their inveterate and invincible ha-
tred of the Englith name, nation, and empire ; he alfo
pointedly admits that the bulk of them are the peafantry of
Ireland, the moft wretched in Europe, and that they are
in a femi-barbarous ftate; will you not admit, fir, that Mr.
Tone your co-adjutor, the acknowledged agent of the popular
F and

'
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and energetic Romanifts (whom you every where and on
every occafion ftate, to be reprefentatives of the whole m.a!_%x'
of the Irifh Romanifts, and their affembly, the on}y lcg_m-
mate organ empowered to cxprefs the fentiments of that
wholy body,) the man to whom that affembly had voted
the fum of fifteen hundred pounds at one time for his fcx;-
vices, and alfo their thanks in the moft energetick manner ;
will you not, I fay, admit that he knew this body, and their
opinions, as well as you, and was 2s capable of forming a
right judgment of them? and how ridiculous are your pa-
thetic rants, about the hardfhip of the exclufion of Roman-
ifts, from about thirty of the great offices of the ftate and
from feats in the legiflative body, that is, the exclufion of a
body of fubjects, of little property, and incurably difaffeCted
to the civil and religious eftablithments, of the nation, (if
their own agent, your worthy co-adjutor Mr. Tone, is to be
believed,) from the legiflative and fuperior executive ca-
pacity ! _

Further to demonftrate that your co-agent Mr. Tone, en-
tertained the fame projet with yourfelf, the total feparation of
the two nations, I fhall give a fhort extract from a letter of
Mr. Tone, to a confidential correfpondent of his in the North
of Ireland, engaged in the fame confpiracy, for raifing a re-
bellion in this kingdom ; this letter is publifhed by the Secret
Comnmittee of the Irith Houfe of Commons, in their report of
the 1oth of May, 1797, and appears to have been written early
in the year 1794, at which time it may be inferred from a paf-
fage in the letter, that you and Mr. Tone had no connexion,
and when from his want of knowledge of you, he had great
doubts, whether you or your party could be prevailed on to
fupport meafures, which by your anfwer to the addrefs of the
Romanifts, on the recall of Earl Fitzwilliam, and by your pre-
fent addrefs, it appears you have now very fully adopted, and
which probably you had adopted before: the extract is as fol-
lows : ¢ My unalterable opinion is, that the bane of Irith prof-
“ perity, is in the influence of England ; I belteve that influ-
‘“ euce will ever be extended, while the connexion between the |

¢ rwo 8
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¢ two countnes contmues ;” then the letter, alluding to re-
folutions contained in it, goes on thus, * neverthelefs, as I
¢ know that opinion is for the prefent, too hardy, though a
« very little time may eftablifh it univerfally, I have not made
< it a part of the refolutions; I have notfaid one word, that
¢ looks like a with for feparation, though 1giveit to you, and
« your friends, as my moft decided opinion, that fuch an event
« would be, a regeneration to this country.” In the fame
letter Mr. Tone calls the French Revolution the Morning Star
of liberty to Ireland.

You had not at the time this letter was written, publicly
avowed your plan of emancipation, you were not at that

,time, in’the honourable employment of co-agent, for the

popular and energetic Romanifts, with Mr. Tone, and
therefore in this letter, he exprefles fome doubts of your

. political creed, which you have fince very compleatly fatis~

fied.

The refolution of this affembly at Francis-ftreet Chapel, ex-
preflive of the firm determination of the whole Romanift
party there affembled, to refift 4n union with Great Britain,
andrathertorelinquiththeirfavourite meafure of emancipation,
than confent to fuch a meafure, was not atall called for by any
circumftance relating to the oftenfible caufe of their meeting;
it originated entirely in that inveterate hatred, which Mr.
Tone, your colleague in the agency for the Romanifts, afferts,
that all Irilh Romaniftsentertain of England, her natives and
her power ; and even their own intereft could not prevent them
from declaring it fo far as they dared, though much out of
time,

It has been the opinion of very gréat and able ftatefmen,

i that an union with England, on juft and equitable terms, would

be very advantageous to Ireland, would contribute greatly to
encreafe her trade, and her opulence, and conduce to the

'\ ftrength of the empire at large, and in any event, it could not

be more prejudicial to the Romanifts of Ireland, than to any
other clafs of his majefty’s fubjects here, but much lefs, (if it
could be at all prejudicial, which I gannot admit) in as much,
if we were one people with the Britifh nation, the preponde-

E2 rance.



52
rance of the Proteftant body of the whole empire would be fo
great, that all rivalthip and jealoufies, between Proteftants
and Romanifts would ceafe for ever, and it would not be ne-
ceffary for the fafety of the empire at large, to curb Romanifts,
by any exclufive laws whatfoever ; but the immortal hatred of
thefe energetic Romanifts, to the Britith name, nation, and
religion, and the annihilation of all their hopes of an indepen-
dent Romith republic in Ireland, which they forefaw would be
the effect of an union, chafed from their minds in 2 moment:
all ideas of reafon, prudence, and intereft, and induced them,
without any neceflity whatfoever, to exprefs their hoftility to
Britain ; a conduct, which I hope will give the Britifh mi-
nifters proper ideas of the danger of countenancing any fur-
ther innovations, in church or ftate in Ireland, projeted by |
you and your aflociates, in favour of Irith Romanifts.

‘The fettled determination of your affociates and employers,
the Romifh committee of nine, and the popular and energetic
Romanifts, whom you ftile the great body of the Catholics,
and alfo of your colleague in the work of emancipation, Mr.
Tone, being thus publithed and declared for the feparation of
the.two countries, and it being alfo avowed by bim, that the
obtaining of what they ftile emancipation, and alfo parliamen-
tary reform, was only confidered by them as ancillary to fepa-
ration, and to the eftablithment of an independent Romifh re-.
publicin Ireland; and yourcolleague, thinking that the bufinefs
could not be compleated without a rebellion at home, and the
aid of a French army of invaders, and having accordingly fo-
licited fuch aid, I {halt now quote a few paffages from your ad-
drefs to your fellow citizens of Dublin, to afford them fome
further affiftance in judging, whether your opinions upon |
thefe projects, and the means of effe@ting them, are not the
fime with thofe of your employers, the popular and energetic
Irifb Romanifts, and of your colleague Mr. Tone ; and whe-"
ther all your proceedings, do not dire@ly tend to the fame’
point with thofe of your aforefaid colleague and employers

Astoemancipation and reform, you have fo publiclyavowed. |
that they are the objet of your purfuit, both in and out of
parliament, in all your fpeeches and addrefles, for theféW

two ‘
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itwo years paft, that it is needlefs to quote any paflage

o prove that you have openly patronized the meafures. As

to {eparation, whiclr includes rebellion, and invafion, you

‘have obferved fome caution ; you have thought it prudent

to difguife your opinion on this daring mecafure under a
wveil, but it is a veil of thin'gauze, fcarce fufficient to cover

you from legal profecution, your view in ufing any difguife

at all. §

Mr, Tone afcribes the inveterate hatred of the Englith
name and nation in the Irith Romanifts, to the tyranny of
the Englith government in Ireland, for near feven centuries ;
you do not go fo far back; you begin your account of the
horrible oppreffion of the Irifh, by the Englith government,
with the reign of James the firft; you then proceed to the
reign of Charles the firft, and juftify and approve the horrible
Irith maffacre of that reign, as a meafure of juft refiftance and
retaliation; you ftate, that all the prefent nightly murders,
tobberies, and conflagrations, arife from the * {pirit of public
¢ reformation, carried to different degrees, to liberty in moft
$ inftances,” you reprefent the minifter, without fpecifying
who the Minitter is, as a murderer of the pesple, notorioufly
meaning, that the government, that is, thofe employed by the
King in the different offices of it, are murderers of the peo-
ple; you ftate that peerages are fold, confequently that the
Houfe of Peers is degraded, (this you aflerted in parliament,
“you were called on for your proofs, you could produce none)
you vilify in the bafeft manner, the Houfe of Commons, call-
‘.ing it a borough parliament, meaning, I prefume, a borough
boufe of parliament, asif all the members of it were members
‘or boroughs only, and ftating that all boroughs are venal, that
‘he members for fuch boroughs are not reprefentatives of the
1seople, and that all their aésare grofs oppreffions of the peo-
ile. Thus you vilify, degrade, and traduce, king, lords,
|\nd commons, the whole conftitutional fupreme legiflative and
| xecutive power of the nation, and tell the nation, that all
|&s of parliament, that have been enaed fince the com-
|nencement of the reign of James the firft, are wicked and
| nwarranted impofitions, calculated to encourage and au-
' thorize

Uil
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thorize the commiffion of murder, rapine, and every fpe-
cies of oppreflion on the Irith fubjedis, and ¢ on the whole,
« that the caufe of the Irifh diftra@ion of 1797, was the
¢ conduét of the fervants of government, endeavouring to
¢ eftablifh by unlimited bribery, abfolutc power; that the.
¢ {yftem of co-ercion, was 3 neceflary confequence, and

¢ part of the fyltem of corruption, and that the two fyftems,

& in their fuccefs, would have eftablifhed ruthlefs and hor-

¢ 1id tyranny—tremendous and intolerable, impofed on the

« fenate by influence, and the people by arms.” You make

the following culogy, on the Irih peafantry, by a part of

whom, all the prefent noQurnal murders, and dcpredationa;‘ }

are committed, ¢ to vindicate their native energy, againfta

¢ yulgar error, they are a ftrong, hardy, bold, brave, 1ab°é%'|

< rious warm-hearted and faithful race of men.” Some of

them are certainly, very fit for the purpofe of you and ymu:l
colieague Mr, Tone, and are fo far faithful, that it is di{ﬁi"{

eult to prevail on them to impeach their accomplices. e

You then proceed to your bead-roll of grievances, which

you commence with enumerating certain inequalities in th

trade, between Great Britain and Ireland, and clofe it with:

the following grievances, * the bar bill—the convention bi

Mr. Grat. ¢ —the gnnpowder bill—the indemnity bill—the fecond in=

;a:c‘s';xnﬁ“:f « demnity bill—the infurrection bill—the fufpenfion of the

B e ¢ habeascorpus—General Lake’s proclamation, by order @i

marksupon. ¢¢ government—the apprebation afforded to that procla 2+

« tion—the {ubfequent proclamation of government, mot

¢ military and decifive—the order for the military to’

¢ without waiting for the civil power—the imprifonment@s

« the middle orters without Jaw—the detaining of them

< prifon Without bringing them to trial—the tranfporti

« them without law—burning their houfes—burniag thi

“ villages —murdering them; crimes many of which

¢ concealed, by the fuppreffion of a free prefs, by militaty

«¢ force—-the preventing legal meetings of counties, to pe

¢ tion his majefty, by orders acknowledged to be given to' 3t

¢ military, to difperfe them ; fubverting the fubjects rig ttc

* petition, and finally the introduQion of pratices, not

¥ &

¢ unkno

-
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¢ unknown to law, but unknown to civilized and chriftian
¢ countries; fuch has been the working of the borough
¢¢ fyftem, nor could fuch meafures have taken place, but for
¢ that {yftem.” ‘

As to your pretended grievances in refpect to trade, they
have been often introduced by you and your party in debate
in the Houfe of Commons, where they have always met

~ with a fyll and free difcuflion, and as far as I, who am no
) trader, nor much fkilled in trade, bave been able to judge,

the matters of complaint, on the {core of trade, have been
always fuggefted by a few fmuggling merchants on this fide
crf the water, aided by a few of their confederates in Liver-
pool, who had proje€ted fchemes of advantage to themfelves,
and of damage to the fair traders, and the revenues both of
England and Ireland, by an alteration in the rules of commerce
eftablithed between the two countries; and thefe matters of
complaint were adopted, and foftered with the greateft care
and attention, by you, your puny party in parliament, and
your popular and energetic Romanifls, with a view of fowing
the feeds of difcord between the two countries; butall your
propofitions, refpeting the inequality of trade between the two
countries, fince the free trade was eftablifhed, have been uni-
formly rejeCted by a very great and decifive majority of the
Trith Houfe of Commons, whom no reafonable perfon will
fuppole, to be foblinded to the intereft of the nation, and their
own intereft individually, as to reject your meafures refpeCting
trade, if they thought they would conduce to the increafe of
the wealth of the nation in general, and to that of their own
tenantry and eftates in particular. Your conduct in refpeét to
laying what you termed protecting duties on Englifh refined
fugar, imported into this kingdom, convinces me ecither of
your ignorance of trade or fomething worfe ; for by the ope-
ration of this law, a few fugar refiners in this kingdom, where
that tradeis a monopoly confined to about forty perfons, have
made aftonithing fortunes, in a fhort period of time; par-
ticularly the prefident of your Romifh convention, and of
your ftanding Romifh committee, their gains being at leaft
eighty per cent. and the {ubjes of this kingdom pay on an

average,
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average, from fix-pence to cight-pence per pound, for com-
mon lump fugar, more than is paid.in England for the fame
commodity, of an infinitely fuperior quality ; thefe protect-
ing duties, and the confequent plunder of the Irith fubject
by thefe infatiable harpies the fugar-refiners, were your job
in parliament, and its effect.

The firft alk of parliament you reprobate, to wit, the bar
bill, is a bill appointing affiftant barrifters in the feveral
counties, with fmall falaries, for the purpofe of deciding
fuits by civil bill, in a fummary way, and trying perfons for
fmall offences, at the feffions of the peace; all this buﬁnefs_iq
Ireland fell under the cognizance of the judges of aflize, at
the two annual circuits; manor courts are very rare in Ire-
land; a great part of the bufinefsdetermined by civil bill in Ire-

land, is in England determined by the manor courts, which

in that country are very numerous, and never falls under the
cognizance of the judges of aflize there; and it cannot be
deemed any hardthip on the fubject, that country gentlemen
alling as juflices of peace, at a quarter feffions or feflions of
the peace, thould be aflifted by a barrifter, having fome know-
ledge of the profeflion of the law; the judgesof aflize com-
plained that the bufinefs at aflizes was fo increafed, that they

were not able to go through it, and for thefe reafons, thefe "
afiftant barrifters were appointed, in the feveral counties .

throughout the kingdom ; fuch appointments are the places
complained of by you, as being created fince the place-bill
paffed in parliament, which place-bill vacates the feat of any
member of the Houfe of Commons, who accepts of a place of
honour or profit under the crown tenable at pleafure, and con-
tains further incapacities refpeting placemen ;. you complain

of this bar-bill as tending to corrupt the bar, and increafe the’

inﬂance of the crown in the Houfe of Commons ; as to cor-
Tuption of the bar, the falary to each barrifter is fo fmall,
bcu:]g 400l. per annum, and the duty fo heavy, each being
obliged to attend eight feflions of the peace annually, in the
county to which he is appointed, that no man of any rank
at the bar, and of talent worth purchafing, would accept the
place of aflitant barrifter; ahd as to'influcnce in the Houfe
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of Commions, all thofe barrifters are excluded from feats in
the Houfe ; fuch is your grievance of the bar-bill.

Your enumeration, in your lift of grievances, of the ex-
ertions of the military, and of the civil magiftrate, in fup-
preflion of diforders, more cruel, mifchievous, and deftruc-
tive than the operations of armies in civil wars, or organized
rebellions, are all infinitely exaggerated by you, with every

ircumftance of the moft malignant acrimony, and the ne-
ceflity of the exertion, with more than ordinary turpitude,
fupprefled 5 in fo much that the fuppreflion of truth, in this
your detail of grievances, betrays more deliberate rancour,
and bafenefs of mind, than the fuggeftion of that which is
falfe; one village only throughout the kingdom, and that a
fmall one, confifting of mean thatched houfes, in the county
of Cavan, had been burned by the military in thefe troubles,
before the publication of your addrefs; upwards of one
thoufand men, all members of the gangs of aflaflins, called
United “Irifhmen and defenders, and all to a man energetic
Romanifls, had aflembled in and near that village, for the
avowed purpofe of deftroying by fire and fword, -a neigh-~
bouring colony of induftrious Proteftant weavers, who were
brought from a remote part of the North of Ireland, and
fettled there, by the proprietor of the eftate; a fmall party
of the militia of the city of Dublin, then quartered in the
town of Cavan, were brought out by the civil magiftrate to
fupprefs. this banditti, they found themfelves unequal to the
bufinefs from the number of the infurgents, and were obliged
to fend to their fellow foldiers in Cavan for afliftance; when
the reinforcement appeared, the great body of the infurgents
were pofted on a hill at {fome diftance from the village,
through which it was neceffary to march to attack and
difperfe them, and as the militia, confifting only of one
company, marched through the village, and were in the
middle of it, they were fuddenly fired upon from all the
windows of the houfes on each fide, and fome of them killed
and wounded ; the houfes were all, what in Ircland' are cailed
cabins, built of mud and clay, the covering thatch, the win-

“ dows, if they can be fo.called, were fmall holes in thefe mud
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walls, and the entrances only larger holes s thc. firing e
thick, and heavy, the militia for the prefervation of th.mr
lives, werc obliged to fet fire to thefe houfef, ar}d thgy being
contiguous one to the other, and the covering mﬂammable,
the greater part of the village was burnt down, twenty or
thirty of the affaffins were flain, and the rg&ﬂof thC\gang.',
feeing the ill {uceels of their ambufcade, ran. away.; fuch is
your burning of villages, and murdering the fghablta«nts. As
10 the burning of any other houfes by the military, very few
indeed have fuffered in that way, and that only in{uch parts
of the country, as the number of magiftrates, required by
the infurretion a&, have by petition to government, declared
to be in a ftate of infurreGtion, and which have been pro-
claimed fo to be accordingly ; and where the proceeding
to fuch extremitics became abfelutely neceffary, for the pro-
te@tion of the lives, and properties of his majefty’s loyal
fubje&s. The fame is true, with refpect to the tranfpor-
tation of fome of your popular and energetic Romanifts ; the
tranfportation was only {ending them to man his majefty’s
fieet, and no perfon was ever fent to the fleet, except fuch-as
fell under the defcription in the infurretion a&t, or before
that was enated, fuch as were the moft notorious and pro-
fligate vagabonds in the community, who had no vifible way
of getting a livelihood, and who were juftly fufpeted of be-
ing a part of the gangs of noturnal robbers and aflaffins,
who were infefting the country ; the military never a&ted,
nor had orders to at, againft the infurgents without the civil
magiltrate, except in cafes of the utmoft extremity, where
the houfes of the peaceable and loyal inhabitants would have
been burned, themfelves and their families butchered, and
their property pillaged or confumed, had it not been for the
intervention of the military. ‘

It is untrue that legal meetings of counties to petition his
majelly, have been prevented by orders given to the military
to difperfe them, where the fheriff of a county, or even a
magiftrate, had called the frecholders of the county, to
mect for the purpofe of petitioning his majefty, govern-
ment has given no orders to the military, or others, to dif-
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perfe them ; you know that no fuch orders were givén to
difperfe two fuch meetings, which you and your aflociates
held at the Royal Exchange, within twenty yards of the
Caﬁle of Dublin, the refidence of the Lord Lieutenant, in

 the fummer of 1 797 5 and one of thefe meetings was called,

as well as I recolle, by fome freemen and frecholders of
the city, without a magiftrate ; and they called to the meet-
ing not only the freemen and frecholders of the city, but
the houfeholders, in order to infure the attendance of a fuffi-
cient mob, of popular and energetic. Romanifts ; this lalt
fpecies of meeting, you call an aggregate meeting, and it was
not called for the purpofe of preparing a petition to his ma-
jefty ; and pray, fir, who told you, thatfuch a meeting was
legal, and in what book do you find the law fo laid down ?
In my reading I have not been able to find it. It may be
much doubted whether the fheriff of a county has any fpe-
eial power of calling the freeholders of a county together,
for any purpofe whatfoever, on the requifition of a certain
number of frecholders of the county : he has power by law
to call the county together, to attend at the aflizes, at the
quarter feflions, and at elections of members of parliament,
or any other county eleftions, and to attend his coumy
court held monthly, and he can aflemble the poffe comitatics,
to eaable him to execute the king’s write 5 in all thefe various
affemblies of the county, the freecholders may, if they think
fit, prepare petitions to his Majefty, and they have opportu-
nities recurring with fufficient frequency for fuch purpofes ;
but admitting that the fheriff of a county or a private free-
holder, may at all times he thinks proper aflemble his county,
either with or without a requifition of any freeholders for
that purpofe, where did you find the law, in what book,
or in what record, that any freeholder of a county, or any
number of frecholders has, or have, a'right to affemble,
not the freekolders, but the houfebolders of a county, to meet
for the purpofe of petitigning the King, or for any other
purpole 2. fir, you call fuch aggregate meetings as thefe legal ;
my opinion is otherwife, 1 think they are not legal, even if
the convention adt, und the adts for fupprefling riots, and

unlawiul
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unlawful affemblies, were out of the queftions they ce;taiqu
tend to diforder and breach of the peace, by aflembling the
mob, and not the freebolders of the county, let the pretence

for affembling be ever fo plauﬁbl.e.
Another of your grievances, Is t ‘ )
preis, by military force; here you practife your ufual malice
and deceit, you do not exprefsly allege, that fuch fuppref-
fion of a free prefs, by military force was .by the ordf:rs ?’f
government ; yet you evidently inﬁnuat.c it, ar.1d wxﬂf it
thould be fo underftood ; for you infert it in the lift of griev-
ances, which you impute to government; thus indirectly
charging the government with invading the liberty of the
prefs. The tranfaltion to which you allude is, the deftruc-
tion of the prefs and types of a printing-houfe in Belfaft,
in which was printed the Northern Star, the moft flagitious
paper that ever was publithed in any civilized and chriftian
country, to ufe your own words, or in any country whatfo-
ever, where any form of regular government was preferved ;
the circumftances I fhall briefly detail. It was difcovered
that feveral private men in the militia regiment of the county
of Monaghan quartered in Belfaft, a town notorious for
difaffeétion and fedition, had been feduced to become mem-
bers of the infamous fociety of United Irifhmen, and had
taken the oath adminiftered to all the members of that de-
teftable gang of traitors; many of them were immediately
arrefted and tried by courts martial, four of them were con-
demned to be fhot, and others of them to various fpecies of
military punifhment ; the four wretcheg condemned to death,
when kneeling on their coffins, prepared for the fatal bul-
lets, declared in the moft folemn manner, that they had
been feduced from their allegiance, and into the meafures
which brought them to their then deplorable fituation, prin-
cipally by reading the treafonable publications, in the Nor-
thern Star ; and earneftly exhorted their fellow foldiers,
never to rcad that flagitious paper : this pathetic dying ex-
hortation, and the view of the bleeding carcafes of thefe un-
happy vi@tims to treafon, made fuch an impreflion upon the
private foldicrs of the regiment, that upon their return to

their
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their quarters they unanimoufly drew up a declaration of
their fincere repentance and their determinations of loyalty
for the future, in which they with great juftice afcribed the
feduCtion of their unfortunate companions and many of
themfelves to the wicked and treafonable artifices of the in-
habitants of Belfaft—this declaration one of their ferjeants
and a few of the privates carried to the two News-papers
printed in that town ; by one of them (the Belfaft News-
Letter) it was publifhed ; by the other (the Northern Star,)
it was rejeCted with expreflions of contempt and infult,
though the poor men offered to pay for the infertion of it at_
any rate of advertifing, which the printer thould demand ;
this condu& in the printer of the paper, to which the regi-
ment fo juftly attributed the misfortune of their companions,
fo incenfed the private foldiers, that fome of them on the fol-
lowing night ftole from their quarters, broke into the print-
ing-houfe, and demolithed the prefs and types: now, fir,
bave you any proof whatfoever, or any reafon for forming
even a probable conjeture, that the above violence com-
mitted by a few private militia foldiers, was commanded or
even countenanced in any manner by the government of
this country ? iffo, what are your proofs or reafons ? was
not the law of the land open to redrefs thofe who were in-
jured by the violence ? were not the ears of the officers of
the regiment open to any complaint, which might have been
made on this occafion ? had not the injured full opportu-
nities of applying for redrefs, either to the common law of
the land, or to the martial law, if they thought fit ? did you
ever hear that any perfons employed under government,
either directly or indirectly, interfered to {creen the offend-
ers from juftice ? if fo, let us know their names, and the
names of your informers ; you cannot—you know you can-
not—this pretended grievance, like the others, is the crea-
tion of your own malice, and every infinuation you can
throw out againft government, as reftraining, or even in any
manner checking or controlling the liberty of the prefs,
ftands fully and completely refuted by the impunity, which

has



62k ¢
has hi.therto attended the publication of the feditious and trea-
fonable addrefs, to which I now write an anfwer.
The remainder of your grievances are the feveral alls of

parliament paffed in this kingdom for the fuppreffion of the

prefent diforders, and the exertions of the magiftracy and

the military, in the execution of them ; you tell the fubje&ts
of this country that the laws of the land, eftablifhed by the
joint confent of the king, lords, and commons, the fupreme
conftitutional legiflative power of the nation, are ‘horrible
oppreflions, and the execution of them, robbery and murder,
the effe@s of a ¢ ruthlefs and horrid tyranny tremendous
¢ and intolerable,” and- you thus impeach laws, the
neceflity and expediency of which were fully debated in
the fenate of the nation, before they were enacted, and there
fanCtioned, by the almoft unanimous approbation, of the re-
prefentatives of all the landed, and moneyed intereft of the
nation, of the knights, citizens, and burgefles, in parlia-
ment affembled, you and your party in the Houfe of Com-
mions, who oppofed the’: laws, never amounting (as I have
already obferved) on any one queftion relating to them, to
the number of thirty, not more than fix or feven of which
were reprefentatives for counties, and frequently dwindling’
to fourteen, and even to feven; and the moft boifterous and
noify of your faction, who adhered to you on all queftious,
being members, for what you reprefent as venal boroughs.—
You attribute the enaction of all thefe laws to the influence
of the crown, exerted in the Houfe of Lords, and Com-
mons ; you ftate that the king is the ¢ creature of the people,
‘ and that he may commit treafon, againft his creator the
¢ peaple,” and it is impoffible to conceive that he can com-
mit greater trez{on againft the people, than by caufing by
his minifters, certain ordinances to obtain the fanStion of
laws, for the murder, and robbery of the people, * for efta-
¢ blithing a ruthlefs, and horrid tyranny over them, tre-
4 fm.-ndous ond intolerable, and impofing it on the fenate, by
is ‘mﬂutnce, and on the people by arms;” fuch are your
expreilions | "The man who writes thus, cannot be fuppofed
to meun, that fuch grievances can be remedied by the laws of

the
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the land, the enattors of which he thus calumniates and
vilifies ; when he tells the fubject, that the laws are only a
fyftem of robbery and murder, of tyranny ruthlefs, horrid,
tremendous and infolerable ; he in fallt, not only juftifies the
fubje&t in taking arms againit the government, but he fti-
mulates him to do fo ; he muft look to revolutionary mea-
fures for redrefs. of thofe pretended grievances, he cannot
look to conftitutional ones, the Robefpierian method of re-
forming the ftate is in your opinion the only effectual one.

I cannot overlook one trait of your charafler, which ma-
nifefts itfelf in this your lift of grievances ; and that is, the
moft confummate affurance, that any mortal I have ever yet
feen, or read of, was poflefled of ; you infert in thislift of
prievances, the very acts of parliament, and the exertions of
the magiftracy and military in the execution of them, which
your own machinations, and thofe of your confederates, the
popular and energetic Romanifls, and of your colleague Mr.
Tone, have rendered abfolutely neceflary for the prefervation
of the ftate, and of the lives, liberties and properties, of the
peaceable and loyal fubjets of it; for all people converfant
in the affairs of Ireland know, that to you and to your afore-
faid confederates, to your and their feditious and treafonable
publications, whether as fpeeches, anfwers, effays, or ad-
drefles, to your intrigues, plots, and confpiracies, may be
fairly traced, as to eflicient caufes, all the outrages, murders,
conflagrations, and devaftations of the United Irithmen and
defenders, and the confequent enaltion of laws to fupprefs
them, and the exertions of the civil magiftracy and military
in execution of the laws; your complaints are the fame as
‘would be thofe of a murderer and robber, if he thould com-
plain of the laws of fociety for the punifhment of murder
and robbery ; but I never yet heard that any murderer or
robber was impudent enough to make fuch complaint.

Bat, fir, you are not content with thus jultifying rebel- Mr. Grat-
lion, you feared that the popular and energetic Irifh Roma- fﬁncia:;:f
nifts, together with the republican and atheiftical Irith dif- rating the
ciples of Paine, Price, and Prieftley, ufurping the name of boane: of

France, and

Proteftants, would hefitate a little, before they would em- depreciat-
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totroducing paration of this ifland from the Britih Empire peace might
the fepara~ be concluded between Great Britain and France, in which
X?Sfm cafe the rebellion muft be adjourned, and perhaps pf)ﬁponed
f:i’:;n?;il.m fine Die. Your advice, to the popular and energetw Rom:}-
addrefs.  nifts by ¢ no means to poftpone the confideration of their
o fortunes,” * till after the war,” required that your con-
federates fhould be expeditious in their operations; a dread of
the fleets and armies of Great Britain palfied their exertions;
this you undertook to cure by the flimulating blifter of your ;
addrefs, and to compofe it, you mixed up all your pungent
provocative drugs of falfehood, mifreprefentation, acrimoni-
ous inve&ive, exaggeration, and depreciation, of which you
have a moft plentiful ftore; the power of France, without
whofe aid the work of feparation could never be attempted or
effe@ted, was therefore to be magnified, and that of Great
Britain diminifhed in the fame ratio ; and the fuccefs of the
Americans in the caufe of feparation from the Britith Empire
was to be decorated with all the pretty flowers of language
and metaphor you were capable of culling.
The prefent war with France you reprefentas ¢ unpa-
ralleled in expence and difgrace, and attended with the
¢ grofieft and rankeft errors, clofing the account of blood
“ with proclamations of infolvency, with the lofs of our fta«
“¢ tion in Europe, and of one hundred and thirty millions,
to lofe that ftation,— to place the crown of England as low
in Europe, as America, and to put France at the head of
¢ Europe, inftead of Great Britain, while her people crouch
under a load of debt, and taxes, without an empire te con- .
fole, or a conftitution to cover them, the King of Great
Britainis putat the feet of France, he is driven out of al.
moft all footing in Evrope, and the enemy have made
gigantic encroachments on the Britith empire ;”” and all
thefe evils and difafters you attribute to the minifters of the
crown, that is, to the crown, employing corruption to {fway
a borough parliament, meaning the parliament of Great Bri-
tain, which youbrand here with the epithet of 2 borough
patliament, {ooften beftowed by you on the parliament of

Ireland;
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Ireland; you add alfo to the lift of calamities, ¢ the lofs of
thirteen provinces in America, and of an hundred and twenty
millions of money to lofe thefe provinces.”

After painting Great Britain thus as an undone nation,
defpoiled of her territories, and at the feet of France, thatis
fubdued by France, or unablé to make any further refiftance
agamﬂ: her, and confequently unable to quell any infurrec-
tion or rebellion in Ireland, or toafford any afliftance to the
loyal fubjets of Ireland, when fuch rebellion fhall blaze out ; 3
you proceed to the praife of the American revolution, in
which you make a clear avowal of your dangerous defigns,
and clofe your eulogy upon it, in a flourithing ftrain of figu-
rative cxpreﬁion, alluding to a circumftance of Holy Writ,
with which you thought proper to ornament, and enforce
the menace contained in it, againft all Irith loyalifts, (that
is, all the Proteltants of the éftablithed church, and all the
real chriftian Diffenters in Ireland, in whofe poffeflion is al-
moft the whole of the landed and perfonal property of the
kingdom) in cafe they fhould dare %o oppofe the projected
rebellion of your popular and energetic Romanifts, thus noto-

rioufly holding up the formation of a republic in America

feparated from Great Britain by the perfidious intervention
of France, as anexample worthy to be imitated by your Irifh
confederates. I fhall quote the paffage here : “ We faw inthe
¢ American revolution, that a pzople determined to be free
¢ cannot be enflaved, that the Britith government was not
 equal to the talk, even in plenitude of empire, fupported
¢ by the differznt governrments of the provinces, and by the
¢ fad apoflacy of the haplels loyalift ; that loyalift is a leflon
¢ to the rich and great, to ftand by their country in all fitu-
¢ ations—and that in a conteft with a remote court, the firft
¢ pofl of fafety is to [fland by the country, the fecond poft of
S [afety is to fand by the country, and the third poft of f[afety
“ is to fland by the country; in that American conteft we
¢ faw that reform, which had been born in England, and
¢ banifhed to America, advanced like the fhepherd lad in
* Holy Writ, and overthrew Goliath—he returned riding
¢t agn the waves of the Atlantic, and his {pirit moved on the

F ¢ waters
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« waters of Europe, the royal fhip of France went d?-‘”“_’,—‘;
¢ the Britifh man of war labours.” Andat the fame time
that you encourage your: popular and energetic Irifp Romanifis
to rebellion, by magnifying the power of France, »an.dbd.c-
preciating that of Great Britain, you encourage and incite
the French, to invade your native country, by reprefenting
the power of Britain to be fo enfeebled, and her refources fo
exhaufted, that fhe cannot prevent the irruption of thc]‘?rcnch
armies into this ifland, or even impede their progrefs when
they fhall Jand thercin. 4

I fhall firft examine how far you are warranted by fact in
your affertions of difgrace of the Britifh arms, and of the
gigantic encroachments of the enemy on the Britifh empire,
during this war, which fhe has beeri obliged to wage for felé-
defence only, againft the unprovoked attack, of the moft
barbarous and faithlefs nation, which ever yet deluged the
earth with the blood of the human fpecies, and whofe merci--
lefs hoftilities againft your country, you are wicked enough
to reprefent as a war undertaken by them in the great caufe
of popular liberty. I cannot in the progrefs of this war, find
any difgrace of the Britith arms, unlefs you are pleafed fo
to {tile their inability to do, or failure in doing, all the mif-
chief to the enemy, which every loyal fubje& might conceive
or wifh to be practicable ; as for inftance, the inability of
our commanders to retain Toulon, though they had therein
taken and deftroyed a great part of the navy of France, de-
molifhed one of the greateft naval arfenals in the world ; and
for the prefent almoft annihilated the French power in the
Mediterranean Sea. A fecond inftance is the inability of Earl
Howe to take and deftroy the whole French fquadron which
he engaged, he only took fix capital fhips, and fo difabled the
reft, thatfome of them have remained as wrecks in the porf:
of Breft ever fince, and have been condemned as irreparable,
the remainder lay in port unrepaired for a vear afterwards,
A third inftance, a fimilar inability in Lord Bridport, who
only took and deftroyed part of the enemy’s fleet, and keeps
all the reft now befieged in Breft, but cannot take that for-
trefs, nor deftroy the remains of the French navy inclofed in

its
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its port. Theinability of the Britifh arms to retain the ifland
of Guadaloupe, after they had conquered it, or compleatly
to reduce ;hc French colony of St. Domingo; though thcy
have reduced the French to the neceflity of utterly defolating
thefe two almofc-ir;valua\blc colonies, and rendering them for
ever unproductive to France, or nearly fo, by their putting
armsinto the bands of their negro flaves, for the defence of
them ; the negroes having now got the whole civil and mili-
tary power in thofe iflands into their hands, will never re-
turn to the mattock or the hoe; they will defend thefe iflands
for themfelves, not for their former French mafters. Other
inftances of difgraces and defeats of the Britifh arms in this
war are, the inability of Earl St. Vincent to reduce Cadiz,
and feize the whole Spanifh fleet, though with a fquadron
greatly inferior in number of fhips, men, and guns, he de-
feated the Spanifh fleet, took four of their capital fhips, drove
the reft into Cadiz, where he has befieged them now for up-
wards of nine months, cruifing at the mouth of the principal
harbour of Spain, in the fight, and almoft within gun fhot
of a fleet vaftly fuperior in number, and annihilating the
trade of that emporium of European commerce. The inabi-
lity of Admiral Duncan, compleatly to deftroy the Dutch
fleet, though he has taken and deftroyed two-thirds of it,
and keeps the remainder blocked upin the Texel, utterly
annihilating, the Dautch trade ; whilft the fquadron which
that power found means to fend abroad has become an eafy
prey to the Britith navy ; fuch have been the only difgraces
experienced by the Britith arms, in the courfe of this war.
Let usnow enquire what bave been the gigantic encroach~
ments of the enemy on the Britith Empire in the courfe of
the war. I cannot find any encroachments, not even pigmy
ones; I can find that Britain has made very great and very
valuable encroachments on the territories of the enemy
during the war ; fhe has feized the moft valuable poffeffions
of the French in the Weft Indies, and has compelled them,
confcious of their inferiority, to defolate the remainder, that
they might not, if conquered, increafe the power of Britain.
She has driven France from the Newfoundland fithery, and

1'% feized

",
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{eized the iflands St. Pierre, and Miquelon, in the gulpI? of
St. Laurence. She has expelled France from the Eaft Indies,

except from two {mall iflands, unproduétive in themfelves,

and retained by the French ata very great expence, as @
ftation for their piratical cruifers, which the Britifh power in
the Eaft Indies fo control, that their depredations do not
anfwer the expence of their equipment. Britain has feized
on the Cape of Good Hope, the key of eaftern commerce,
and of the ifland of Ceylon, in which is the only port,
Trincomale, where great fhips can refit, from Bombay to
the mouth of the Ganges ; and by thefe means fhe has fe-
cured to herfelf the exclufive commerce of the whole great
peninfula of India. She has alfo feized on the fpice iflands,
thofe inexhauftible mines of wealth, The French themfelves
admit, that they have made no encroachments on Britain,
for their only demand on the laft negociation of peace was,
that Britain thould reftore all her conquefts on the territories
of France, and her allies, which demand was as fcornfully
rejected by Britain, as it was infolently made. With as little
trath do you affert that the king of Great Britain is putat the
feet of France, and driven out of all footing in Europe.
‘What territory did the monarch of Britain poflefs.in"Europe,
before the war, which he does not now poflefs? If the
troops which he fent to the aid of the Dutch, have been
forced to abandon Holland, it was rot in confequence of any
defeat which they fuffered, it wasin confequence of the
treachery of a Jacobin faction in Holland, which had fold
their country to the French. Such traitors were not to be
defended, and that unhappy country now groans under the
moft intolerable internal flavery to the French, and asit isin
fack become a province of France, Great Britain engaged in
a war with France has poffeffcd herfelf of all the external
powers of that {tate, to wit, her commerce and her colonies.
In fat, Great Britain has at prefent poflefled herfelf of almoft
the whole commeree of the European world, and has de-
ftroyed that of France, Spain, and Holland. The Britifh
monarch is not *“ worked out of his Lmpire,” as you affert,
nor has Britain lolt any part of her European territories, and

therefore
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therefore the has loft no, footing in Europe, which fhe
poflefled before the war, except her commercxal footing
with France and her allies, which fhe- muft always lofe in
every war with France, whilflt the war continues. Having
thus expofed the falfity of your ftatement of the prefent
fituation of Britain with refpet to power and Empire, 1
thall not wafte my time, in defending the Britith conftitution
againft your infolent attack in the following words: ¢ The

~¢, people of Britain are without an Empire to confole, or a
¢¢ conftitution to cover them:” it would be loft labour; the
people of Britain (your Jacobin mafters excepted) will only
fmile with contempt at fuch the groundlefs petulant invetive
of a little Irith demagogue !

Thus I have expofed your falfehood, in refpeét to the
prefent fituation of Britain, and your malevolent views, in
introducing the American revolution into your addrefs, and
the lofs of thirteen provinces to Great Britain in a former
war, when Mr. Pitt, the minifter to whom you allude, was
not the prime minifter, nor any minifter whatfoever, and to
whom you cannot impute the lofs of thefe provinces. - Asto . o
the lofs fuftained by the Britith Empire, by the “feparation of the quef-
of thefe provinces from it, theamount of it is not very eaﬁlymn’ Wi

ther the
determined ; there are men, and very able men too, who power of

maintain that the relinquithment of the jus dominii, the right ﬁfﬁa{,féiﬁ
of dire¢t dominion, over thefe provinces by Britain, has g"r:;lh{gef(:-
been fo far from a lofs to the latter country, that itis an advan- paration of
tage. They argue thus: colonies in diftant regions are only America ?
advantageous to a parent country, fo far as they afford a
| beneficial market for the commodities and manufactures of, or
commerce to the parent country ; in any other light, colonies
in very diftant regions are fo far from being advantageous,
| that they are extremely prejudicial, as they are drains of the
|| population of the parent country, as well as of her wealth,
|| in defraying the expences of civil and military eftablithments
|| within them, and involving the parent country in wars for
 their fupport; and if the parentcountry can retain the trade
of a colony, without being at the expence of maintaining
givil and military eftablithments within it, and without wag-

in $
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ing wars for its fupport, further than as it woyld fgpport an
allied power, the parent ftate will gain, and not lofe, by its
being difmembered from it ; as the human frame is invigo-
rated, not debilitated, by the lopping off a large wen, which
during its adhefion fucks away its vital juices. Thefe argu-
ments they juftify by experience ; for they allege, that dur.
ing the connexion between Great Britain and the thirteen
ftates of America, thefe ftates involved Britain in more
than one deftru&tive war for their fupport, and put her to
immenfe expence in maintaining civil and military efta-
blithments within them; that an attempt on the part of
Britain to raife fupplies from them for the maintenance of
thefe eftablithments,. when they were refufed by their coleo-
nial affemblies, was the apparent immediate caufe of the
feparation, althpugh the real caufe lay much deeper, in the
fecret intrigues of fatious demagogues amongft them with
the French nation, asmay be proved from the Memoirs of
the Marquis of Montcalm, French Governor of Canada, at
the time the Britifh arms expelled the French from North
America ; and that fince this feparation, Great Britain en-
joys a much more extenfive and beneficial trade with thefe
ftates, than {he did before ; the exclufive benefit of which
trade, the nature and quality of the wants and demands of
the Americans, and of the produéts and manufattures of
Great Britain, fecure to her beyond any pofiible competition,
at the fame time that fhe is exonerated from the expence,

and difcharged from the military protetion fhe was obliged

to furnifh, when they acknowledged her dominion: I fully
acquiefce in the force of thefe arguments, as they carry con-
viction along with them, and I never heard them contro-
verted; folid advantages contribute much more to the wealth
and firength of an empire, than the vain parade of expenfive
and ufelefs, though extenfive, dominion; and no nation
more ftrongly verifies this do&rine than Spain ; for if her
power was to be eftimated by the extent of her colonies, fhe
would be the moft powerful nation upon earth.

You,

TG 2
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Y"ou, fir, have introduced the American Revolution into Further re

your addrefs, to depreciate the Britith power; and to ftimu- Ilcark&::t_

Tate your popular and energetic Irifh* Romanifls to revolt by tan’s intro-

the example, you tell them, ¢ that they faw in the American f:f:;;ﬁ,

‘¢ Revolution, that a people determined to be free, cannot can Revo-

lution into

¢ .be enflaved,” at the fame time that you tell them, one his addrets,
grcat objc&: with you, is their emancipation, confequently
that they are at prefent flaves ; you then proceed menacingly
to admonith the rich and grcat, that 1s, all the Proteftants
of Ireland, the few Romifh nobility and old gentry, and
every Irithman of property, to join the inlurgents, your in-
digent energetic Romanifts, when the rebellion fhall com-
mence, by the example of the hard fate of the American
loyalifts, whom with equal falfehood and virulence you ftile
apoflates; and you tell the rich and great, amongft the Irifh,
"< that the American apofate haplefs loyalifl, is a leffon to
¢ them to ftand by their country in all fituations—and that
“ in a conteft with 2 remote court” (meaning the Britifh
court) * the firft poft of fafety is to ftand by the country,
“ and the fecond poft of fafety is to fland by the country,
“ and the third poft of fafety is to ftand by the country,”
elegant climax ! The plain Englifh of this is, when the coun-
try, that is, the vulgar, the mean, and the indigent, part of
the Irith nation, fhall rebel againft their prefent fovereign
the king of Great Britain a foreigner, you, the rich and
great, muft not prefume to refift, your oaths of allegiance
are 1o longer binding, you are no longer to fupport the con-
ftitution, and the head of that conftitution, his Majcﬁy,
you muft inftantly join the mob, they are the nation, they
are the country, I'have often repeated that they are the
‘phyfical ftrength of the nation, they are the people, and
therefore the creators of the king: you owe a higher allegi-
anice to them, than to the king, who is but their creature,
and dethronable at their pleafure ; the nobility of - France
ftuck by the throne againft the people, ¢ zhey only encumbered
the throne with their ruins” If you do not on the breaking
out of an Irifh rebellion, immediately take your ftation in
the
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the ranks of the rebels, you are apoflates, enemies of God
and man, you fhall be butchered like the French nobility
and geatry, or robbed of your property, and exiled like the
American loyalifts. The rancour of your heart may be
fufficiently eftimated by the term of reproach, apoffate; be-
ftowed by you on the American loyalift; itis a term of pe-
culiar contumely, generally applied to thofe who defert the
chriftian religion, and of the fame import with renegado ;
you affix to it the meaning of deferter of the caufe of his
country, and you add haplefs to it, further to degrade the
loyalift by reprefenting him as in a forlorn condition, the
confequence of his apoftacy, and to infult him with your -
pity; how has the American loyalift deferved fuch treat- .
‘ment, from any one—even from a traitor, who had re-
maining in his breaft the {malleft fpark of good-nature, of
generofity, or honour ? Thefe gentlemen were born and
educated in provinces, fubje&t to the Britith Empire ; re-
bellion raifed its ftandard in thefe provinces, on pretence of
violation of civil privileges by the parent ftate, though the
charters of thefe proviﬁcés (granted by the parent ftate to its
fubjects, fent out as 1ts faCtors to fettle in favage countries,
and there to fupermtcnd the difpofal of its commodities, and
Ipecifying the precile conditions on which thefe-fubjects were
equipped, difpatched and fupported, who had voluntarily
engaged in the bufinefs, and folicited the appointments) ex--
cluded them from thefe privileges: the charter of Penfylvania
in particular, and that of moft, if not all the others, prdviding
that the fettlers in thefe provinces thould always be bound by,
and fubmit to, the a&s of the Britith parliament, or the rules
eftablithed, or to be eftablifhed, by the king of England, and
his privy council. The real caufes of the Americans taking
up arms againft the parent country were the intrigues of the
French nation, which from their natural enmity to Britain,
fuggefted to the Americans the praticability of feparating
themfelves from the parent flate, and offered to aflit them in
the undertaking; their diftance from the head and great body
of the Pritith empire, and the nature and vaft extent of their
country, prefenting to their view the moft flattering hopes of
fuccefs
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fuccefs, which the event realized ; the American loyalifts,
juftly thinking, that the whole Britifh empire, not any par-
ticular province of it, was the country of every naturale
born fubjet of the empire, took up arms in fupport of their
country, as their' duty to it, to their God, and their king,
demanded from them ; they were unfuceefsful, and loft their .
property in the provinces, torn by treachery and rebellion -
from the empire, and many of them loft their livesin the
conteft, fealing their fidelity with their blood, and glorying
in the title of loyalift, expreflive of their unfhaken integrity,
Jidei intemerate, which even you deny them not 5 and thele
martyrs to. the love of their country, to honour and good
faith, you ftile apoflates. Miferable man! fly from fociety—
the wretch Who thinks incorruptible fidelity, apoffacy, ought
not to aflociate with man; let him repair to the defert; foxes,
wolves, tigers, and other favage animals, remarkable for fe-
rocity and treachery, are his only proper companions !
Howerver, fir, though you think fit to menace the rich
and great in Ireland, with the fate of the American loyalift,

" if they fhall dare to refift the projected rebellion of your po-

pular .and energetic Irifb Romanifls, and infinuate that the
condition of thefe loyalifts is very miferable, yet {uch infinua-
tion is not ftri&ly true ; for firft thefe loyalifts are fupport-
ed in their misfortunes, by a copfcioufnefs of their having
alted as faithful, honourable, and fpirited citizens : their ill
fuccefs, fo far from diminifhing their merit, enhancesit ; they
are not of the fame opinion, with the bloody fanaticks in the
unhappy reign of Charles the firft, who déemed their fuc-
cefs a proof of the juftice of their caufe, and that God had
decided in their favour, thus impioufly attributing to the
Deity, an approbation of rebellion, flaughter and robbery :
the American loyalift, well knows the truth of the adage,
nunquam fucceffie crefcit honeflum, he knows experimentally
the truth of thefe fine lines in Mr. Addifon’s Cato:

¢ *Tis not in mortals to command fuccefs,
* But we’ll do more, Sempronius, we’ll deferve it.”

And fecondly, their grateful country has given to thefe loy-
alifts a compenfation for their loffes: the Britith parliament
has,
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has, with equal generofity and juftice, voted very large
fums of money for their relief.

It remains now to be examined, Whether the example of
the American revolution can infpire your popular and encr-
getic Irifs Romanifts, with any reafonable hopes of a fimilar
revolution in their favour, by their rebellion, and the affift-
ance of the French affaffins? and firft, the different fitua-
tions of the thirteen provinces of America, and Ireland are
to be confidered. ‘

Remarks Thefe provinces, which were colonies of the Britith Em-
?;;}::{ilﬁa pire, and now form a feparate republick, which I fhall ftile
tionsand  Britith America, extend upwards of three thoufand miles
cireem-  along the fhores of the Atlantick Ocean ; their inland extent

ftances of

America  is unknown, and their diftance from Britain is one thoufand
ind I leagues in the neareft part ; they are every where indented

with huge bays, and inlets of the fca,.fome of which may

be not improperly ftiled mediterranean feas; they are in-

terfeted by great rivers, and for the moft part, at any con-
fiderable diftance from the fhores, uninhabited, and covered
with immenfe forefts. Ireland is an ifland on all fides accef~
fible to the Britifh fleets, feparated from Great Britain by 2
_channel from about thirty to fix leagues broad, and eighty
leagues long, and Great Britain lies between it and the con-
tinent of Furope it is an open country, without forefts and
without fortifications. The obvious caufe of the ill fuccefs
of the Dritifh arms in America; was the nature of the coun-
try, and its diftance from Britain, and neither the courag‘é
or power of the Americans, or their treacherous allies the
French 5 the expence of tranfporting great armies, the fub-
fifting, and fupplying them with all kinds of military ftores
when tranfported, at fuch a diftance was enormous; and
both fubfiftence and fupply hazardous and precarious : the
marches of the army in a country, interfected by great rivers,
were attended with great difficulty and danger, particularly
as it was covered with forelts, where fmall bodies of light
troops could harafs and retard the advances of numerous
and formidable forces; the partial population of the country
in patches called plantations, near the fea and great rivers,

and
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and its immenfe extent, rendered a permanent conqueft of it
impriQicable; a planted diftri€t here and there, as it re-
quired a military force to conquer it, fo it required a mili-
tary force to preferve the conqueft ; and as many military
po&\s were ?equired, as there were planted diftriéts. In Ire-
land every one of thefe natural defences are wanting, and
the triumphant Britith navy rides miftrefs of the ocean,
always ready to intercept foreign fuccours to Irith rebels, and
even without that bar to the interference of foreigners, og
any difpute between Great Britain and Ireland, the Bricith
arms muft have a decifive advantage by the proximity of
the two iflands. Troops and warlike ftores could at al} rimes
be fent with certainty in a few hours from Britain to Ireland,
in fmall and even undecked veflels ; and not from any part
of the continent of Europe, but at the intervals of weeks,
perhaps of months, according to the variation of the winds,
" and feafons, in flout veffels, and always with the provifion
for, and at’ the hazard of, a long fea voyage: the fuper-
ficial contents of the ifland of Great Britain are to thofe of
Treland, in the proportion of feven to two, or three and 2
half to one; the aggregate population of Great Britain,
(fuppofing its local population in all parts only equal to that
of Ireland) muft therefore be to that of Ireland in the fame
proportion ; but it is certainly much greater, {o that it may
with reafon be concluded, that its inhabitants are four-fold
more numerous than thofe of Ireland; they are infinitely
richer, and their trade and maritime power, confidered, which
in eftimating the relative ftrength of iflands is of prime con-
fideration, Great Britain muft be more powerful than Ireland
in a tenfold proportion at leaft, and probably in a greater ;
to all this muft be added, the different difpofitions, views,
and interefts, of the people of Ireland ; the Romanifts of
Ireland may be computed at nearly two-thirds of the inhabi-
tants. Your colleague, Tone, in his information to the French
Convention, admits that they are the pooreft clafs in the
community. I have already mentioned their relative poverty ;
cf this clafs of inhabitants, I am well convinced two-thirds
are eafy and happy under the prefent conftitution, and would
not join the ftandard of rebellion, for the purpofe of fepa-

rating
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rating this ifland from the Britith Empire, and fetting up an
independent democratic republic; if in the crifis of fuch an
attempt they did not ftand by government, they wou]d at
leaft be neuter ; the nobility, and old gentry of that commu-
nion, poflefled of ancient eftates, very few indeed in number,
would ftick by the crown, becaufe it is notorioufly their inte-
reft fo to do, and becaufe they now enjoy all the benefits
and privileges of the conftitution, equally with Proteftants,
except the few herein before mentioned, from which they
in fa& exclude themfelves, and for the attainment of which,
on their own terms, they would never rifk a civil war with
their Proteftant countrymen and. Great Britain. The Irifh
Proteftants of the eftablithed church, would to 2 man refift
fuch a rebellion, and your colleague, Tone, admits, * that
“ they have engrofled, befides the whole church patronage,
¢« all the profits and honours of the country exclufively, and
¢ a very great fhare of the landed property, that they are
¢ ariftocrats, adverfe to any change, and decided enemies
¢ of the French revolution;” that is, that they are the moft
powerful and the richeft members of the ftate, and to a man
loyal fubje&s. The Proteftant. Diffenters of Ireland, your
colleague, Tone, thinkswould all join the republicanftandard ;
you feem td think fo too, but I.muft rake the liberty of dif-
fering from you both. Such Proteftant Diffenters, as are real
chriftians, a very few excepted, would refift a rebellion of
Irith Romanifts, who would certainly compofe the great bulk
of the infurgents; they would confider, that in an Irifh in.
dependent democratic republic, the Romanifls, from their
great excefs over them in number, muft be their ablolute
rulers, and they would fpurn the idea of fubmitting their
lives and properties to the mercy of an Irith Romifh demo-
cracy, and exchanging conftitutional civil liberty, for the
tyranny of a mob government, the only calm to be expefted
after a tempeit of fuccefsful rebellion and devaftation. Such
Diffenters indeed, as ufurp the name of Proteftants, but
who are in reality Atheifts, and Deifts, the dilciples of Paine,
Price, and Prieltley, philofophers of the new French. {chool,
in which every profeffor is eminent exaltly in proportion to
his ignorance and brutality, thank Heaven, they are not nu-
] merous
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merous in Ireland ! fuch Diffenters, I fay, would as far as in
their power ftrengthen the ranks of rebellion ; to fuch an
infernal crew, your popular and energetic Romanifts, that is, a
few traders in fome commercial towns in Ireland, and the
Romith mob of fuch towns, would certainly attach them-
felves.  To fuch a deteftable yet feeble confederacy, exclufive
of the Britifh fleets and armies,, would be oppofed the flower
of the Irith nation, whether we confider rank, ftation,
wealth, ability, or even number, the event of fuch a conteft
would neither be protralted nor uncertain.*

With a malignant kind of dexterity, you throw a veil The events
over the events of rebellions in Ireland, undertaken for the :ﬁb‘;"lﬁgﬁz in
avowed purpofe of fevering this country from Great Britain, Ireland, for
and eftablithing an independent government in it ; whether i PYEO

X of fevering
monarchical or republican, fignified not, it was to be inde-Ireland

pendent of the Britifh monarchy: and to encourage rcvolt,\gggﬂt,hgm_
you hold up the recent Américan revolution, painted in pirerecited.
glowing colours, to the Irifh nation, as an example worthy
of imitation. It fhall be part of my bufinefs to recall the at-
tention of my countrymen, to the events of the rebellions
heretofore commenced by the Irith Romanifts, in the caufe
of feparation, when the relative power of the Irith Romanift
to that of the Irith Proteftant, bore an infinitely greater
proportion than it does at prefent ; for the caufe of fepara-
tion from, and independency on Britain is not now a new
caufe of rebellion, it has been repeatedly fought and decided
on the Irith ftage. Pafling over the almoft continued hof-
tility between powerful fepts, and the Britifh colonies in
Ireland, from the firft conquelt of Ireland, by Britain, in
the reign of Henry the fecond, I fhall come at once to the
reign of queen Elizabeth. In her reign, the Earl of Def-
mond, a great nobleman, originally of Englifh blood, whofe
dominions extended almoft all over Munfter, entered into a
léague with the then powerful Spanith monarchy, for fever-
ing Ireland from England, and rendering it independent ;

5 he

* Since the firft publication of this work, the rebellion broke out, and the
Popifh Rebels with unparalleled cruelty, comrhitted a variety of maffacres,
in different parts of the Kingdom, on all Proteftants who, fell into their
hands: but they were foon defeated, and the above predi&tion verifyed.
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he toek up arms, and pretending be did fo, infupport of
the Romilly religion, he was joined by almoft the whole Irifh
nation, then bigotted Romanifts ; the very Englith colonies,

which: acknowledged the queen as their fovereign, being

then: moftly Romanifts, and confined to a few counties in
Leinfter, the Spaniards fent him great fupplies of military
ftores, and troops ; yet the power of England foon crufbed
him and his adberents, and his head was {tuck\up, as the
head of a traitor, on London bridge, The great Earl of
Tyrone, the ableft Irifh chieftain, both as to courage and
fkill, which had before that time appeared, and who had
been trained to arms, .in the army of Elizabeth herfelf, next
raifed a rebellion in. Ireland, in the very fame caufe of inde-
pendence on, and feparation from, England; he was alfo
aoffifted by Spain, at that time the moft powerful nation in
Europe, who fent at ane time fix thoufand Spanifh infantry,
famous for their fuperior difcipline over all other Europeans,

and then a very confiderable army, to his affiftance ; he was

joined by the whole body of the Irith nation, then forty to
onein number over the Englith colonies, yet heand the Irifh

nation were in a few campaigns compleatly fubdued and con- .

quered by the power of England ; and the confequences of
this rebellion and fuppreflion were, the flaughter or difper-
fioninto foreign countries, of all the Irith chieftains whe
ferved under him, and of the greater part of the inhabitants
of fix whole counties in the northern part of this kingdom 3
the calamities brought upon the Irith Romanifts by that un-
fuccefsful rebellion, as may be learned from Morrifon, and
other cotemporary writers, can only be equalled by thofe of
the Jews, at the time of the deltruion of Jerufalem by the
Romans; England in thofe two laft mentioned rebellions,
was unaided by Scotland, then a diftint kingdom. The
next rebellion in the caufe of feparation from England, and
independence, was that which commenced with the horrible
Irith maffacre in the year 1641, that maffacre which you fo
zealoufly and fo officioufly juftify! the Irifh Romanifts at
that time, encouraged by the diftralted ftate of public af-
fairs in England, and abetted by the republicans in that
country (as you are at prefent by your mafters, the Englith

, jacobins)
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jacobins) broke out into rebellion for the purpofe of f{epara-
tion and independence; the Irifh Romanifts, at the break-
ing out of this rebellion, were in the proportion of eleven to
two, to the. In{h Proteftants, or of five and a half to one,
according to Su- William Petty, (fee bis pelitical anatomy of
Ireland ) the fame author fates, that they murdered thirty
{even thoufand Irifh Proteftants, in the firft year of the re-
bellion in cold blood ; the Englith army in Ireland did not
amount at that time to, four thoufand men, ill paid and ill
clothed, the Irith Romanifts fuddenly poflefled themfelves of
nine-tenth parts of the kingdom ; as foon however, as their
quondam abettors, the Englith republicans, had done their
bufinefs in England, they would not fuffer Ireland to remain
an independent ftate, they immediately fent an army to re-,
duce their Irith aflociates inrebellion and murder, and in two
{hort campaigns effeted a complete conqueft of Ireland, and
flew in the field, hanged and quartered, or drove into exile,
all the energetic Irifb Romanifis of that day. Of the leaders
esecuted I {hall mention two only of eminent turpitudes
Lord Maguire hanged and quartered at Tyburn, and. his
head fixed on London bridge; and Sir Phelim O'Neil,
hanged and quartered at Stephen’s-green, and his head
fixed on Newgate in Dublin; they confifcated all their
cltates, beftowing them upon the Englith {foldiers; and
finally Cromwell, firft their general and then their dictator,
wifely united Ireland to England, caufing thirty members to
fit as reprefentatives of Ireland in the Britith parliament.
The defolation and havock brought by this rebellion in the
caufe of feparation and independence on the kingdom would
be almoft. incredible, were it not teftified by unqueftionable
authorities

The laft rebsllion of the Irifh Romanifts againft the crown
of England, was that which commenced in the reign of King
William and Queen Mary, At this period the Irith Roma-
nifts, by the agency of Lord Tyrconnel, appointed Lord
Lieutenant of the kingdom by King James the Second, were
in pofleflion of almoft all employments of truft and confidence
in the natxon many of the Irifh nobility and gentry of that

day,
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day, were Romanifts, and many of the Irifh, as well as
Englith Proteftants, were difaffeted to the revolution and the—~
government of King William.  The Irith Romanifts almoft
toa man, efpoufed the caufe of the abdicated monarch not
out of any affetion to him, but with the hopes by his means
of obtaining independence; one hundred thoufand effeCtive
men, all Irifth Romanifts, flew to arms; the dethroned king,
their engine of feparation, unable to fupport and arm fuch a
number, regimented fixty thoufand of them, difpofing them
into fifty regiments of foot, and fixteen of horfe’; the French

monarch Lewis the fourteenth, then in the zenith of ‘his

power, fent expérienced generals and officers to command
and train the Irith army, and many thoufand veteran French
troops to aflift them, with all kind of military ftores, cloath«
ing and arms; his fleet rode triumphant on the fea, having
defeated the Britith fleet under Lord Torrington, off the
fouthern coaft of Ireland; a fmall body of Irith Proteftants
only, in the northern part of this kingdom, ‘took up arms to
ftem this torrent, buttheywould have been foon fwallowed ixp,
had they not received fpeedy fuccours from England, and an
Englith army, affifted by the Irith Proteftants, made a com-
plete conqueft of the Irith Romanifts of that day, and of
their French auxiliaries, in three campaigus, drove fuch of
them as efcaped the [word, peftilence and famine, miferable
exiles into foreign countries, and confifcated their eftates and
property. )

That the Irith Romanifts adhered to King James with no

other view, than by his means to feparate Ireland from the

Britith empire, may be proved by numberlefs occurrences
during that thort war. I thall mention only two of them:
when be aflemibled the Romifh convention, which he and
bis adherents called a parliament in Dublin, one of their firft
meafures was the preparing a bill, declaring the indepen-
dence of the kingdom of Ireland on the crown of England:
James when the bill was tendered to him for the royal affent
hefitated ; he had ftill hopes of remounting the throne of
England, and he feared that his aflenting to fuch a bill would
difguft and alienate his Englith friends, and impair his own

authority
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authority if he fhould remount the throne : but the Trith
Romanifts told him plainly, thatif he refufed his affent to the
bill, they had no further occafion for him, that he might go
about his bufinefs, and that they would eftablith a govern-
ment without him: This fame pretended parliament alfo at-
tainted by bill, feveral thoufand Irith Proteftants, including
in it by the lump all men of that perfuafion, of rank, confe-
quence, or property; and paffed a bill for depriving the
Proteftant clergy, of almoft the whole of their tithes, and for
rendering the recovery of the remaining pittance impracti-
cable,

Don’t you deplore, fir, the ill fuccefs and unhappy fate of
the members of this pretended parliament, all flaughtered,
hanged or’tranfported, for maintaining your glorious and
patriotick principles of feparation from England, and fubver-
fion of the Proteftant eftablithment ; patriots as illuftrious as
yourfelf!

Another fignal inftance of the contempt, in which the
Irith Romanifts of that day held James and his authority,
and that they meant only to make a tool of him for effeting
their own purpofes is, that when his deputy Lord Tyrconnel
repaired to the Irith camp, after the departure of James to
France, one of the principal Irith officers came to him, and
commanded him inftantly to quit the camp, or he would cut
histent cords, with which command the haplefs deputy was
obliged to comply.

One other example of unfuccefsful rebellion, in the caufe
of feparation and independence I omitted to introduce in its
rank in point of time, becaufe it was not the rebellion of the
whole native Irith, and degenerate Englifh colonifts in Ire-
land, but of a part only of both races; and that is the rebel-
lion of Thomas Fitzgerald Lord Offaley, eldeft fon and heir
of the Earl of Kildare, in the reign of King Henry the
eighth; that nobleman, being then chief governor of Ireland
under the king, broke out into open rebellion, renounced
his allegiance to King Henry, and fet himfelf up as an inde-
pendent prince; in afhort time, he and his adherents were
reduced, and himf{elf with five of his uncles taken prifoners,
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they were fent to England, and hanged and -quartered as
traitors at Tyburn, the earl his father died of grief, a pri-
foner in the Tower of London, and the whole family eftate
was confifcated. This illuftrious race of the Fitzgeralds
would have been extinguifhed, had not Queen Mary, out of
compaffion to the gnisf%)rtunes of that great houfe, afterwards
reltored the only fhoot which remained of the ancient trunk,
to his family honours and eftate.

And now, fir, having rehearfed to you the miferable fate
of Lord Offaley, and his uncles; of the Earls of Defmond,
and Tyrone ; of Lord Maguire, and Sir Phelim O’Neil ; of
the Romifh parliament convened by King James, and of all
their adherents, all Irith Romanifts, and all engaged in the
fame caufe, of which you have now fet yourfelf up as the
champion, that is the caufe of f{eparation from Great Britain
and independence on the Britith crown, I leave you to found
the trumpet of infurrection, and to cheer in vain your mur-
dering tattered bands of popular and energetic Romanifts, by
the example of fuceefsful rebellion in America, a diftant
country, and to wafte your poifonous breath, and acrimoni-
ous ink, in fruitlefs attempts to deprefs the fpirits of his Ma-
jefty’s faithful and loyal Irith fubjects, bythe example of the
unfuccefsful American loyalifts. Raife your ominous voice,
and croak aloud to your b/ack, to your grey, or to your greesn
flock, in the figures fo often ufed by you in your declama-
tions, vulgarly called nonfenfe, fuch as, ¢* a naked man op-
¢ prefled by the ftate is an armed poft ; the government
¢ bloods the magiftracy with the peoples liberty”—all you
willbe able to do, and it is mifchief enough, is to encourage
a few defperate affaflins and robbers in different parts of the
kingdom, toperfift in their noturnal murders, and plunder,
till they expiate their crimes on the avenging gibbet, juftly
accufing with their laft breath, (as did the privates of the
Menaghan militia fhot for a mutiny) flagitious demagogues,
as the caufes at once of their guilt and difgraceful punifh-
ment.

That you might leave no topick of inflammation of the
Irith Romanifts untouched, you repeat in this addrefs two

calumnies
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calumnies againft the government of the country, which you
have already advanced in the Houfe of Commons more than
once, the falfity of which has been demonfirated as often as
you prefumed to advance them ; and though you ftood pub-
licly convi€ed of deliberate malicious falfehood, in the two
inftances more than once, you with your accuftomed effron-
tery, again repeat them in this addrefs; and you inftructed
your jacobin mafters in England, to retail the fame fal{fehoods,
for they appear in the copies of a {peech, publifhed in the
Englith prints as {poken by Mr. Fox on Irifh affairs in the
Englith houfe of commons ; they are thus fet forth in your
addrefs : ¢ They” (government) ¢ agreed to the firlt Ca-
¢ tholic bill, and then profiribed the perfon of the Catholic,
¢ and oppofed his freedom in corporations.” By the firft Catholic
bill, it is plain you mean the bill which pafled in favour of
Irifh Romanifts, in the year 1793, for that is the bill which
enabled Romanifts to become members of corporations, and
in that particular, put them on a footing with Proteftants,
repealing the teft and corporation alls, in their favour; in
both thefe particulars of profcription of Romanifts, and op-
pofition to their freedom in corporations, by government
fince that act, you aflert what is not warranted by fact; I
clearly expofed the falfehood and malignity of fuch aflertions
in my placein the Houle of Commons in your hearing, ftat-
ing the tranfaltions on- which they were founded; the
fubftance of my fpeech on that occafion is in print, and it is
not neceflary here to repeat what I then faid ; you did not
then attempt to refute me 5 if you fhall hereafter attempt to
vindicate your affertions on thefe heads, and produce your
pretended inftances of profeription, and oppofition in cor-
porations, I am able again to difprove them.
Your next charge againft the prefent Irith government is Mr. Grat-

corruption, you charge them with fupporting their decided S chareg

Srises . . of corrupti=
majority in parliament, againft the meafures of you and your on =gai;1ﬂ

. : . . ] t
petty faction, by corruption ; that is, you in fact charge, that ;ﬁfﬂlpgi_m
all the knights of the different {hires in Ireland, fix or feven vernment

3 refuted.

excepted, (which are as many as I recolle&, ever to have
voted with you and your party, againft the meafures of go.
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vernment on any queftion) all the members for cities and
great towns, for all open boroughs, and for what are ftiled
clofe (that is boroughs chiefly under the patronage of great
and powerful noblemen or géntlemen, having large eftatesin
the country) about ten or twelve members for boroughs ex-
cepted, the whole ftrength of your fattion in the Houfe of
Commons, are induced by bribery to vote againft your mea-
fures; the accufation is fo notorioufly unfounded, that no
defence is neceflary ; the whole reprefentatives of the landed
and moneyed intereft are not, nor could they be, bribed to
vote and act againft the true interefts of their country, that
is, their own interefts ; the abfurdity of the accufition is a
{ufficient refutation ; but to fupport your accufation yoa
adduce two inftances, one, that to overwhelm an oligarchical
party in parliament,  a new hoft of places and penfions, was
‘¢ reforted to, this is the famous half million, or the experi-
“¢ ment of the caflle to fecure the dependence of parliament,
¢ and prevent the formation of an Irifh party againft the
¢ dominion of the Britith Cabinet.” This allegation of cor-
ruption inthe government, you have founded, on an affer-
tion, declared in feveral of your fpeeches, to have been once
made in the Houfe of Commons, by aperfon then employed
in the fervice of government ; the affertion, as you frequently
ftated it, was, ‘¢ that it had coft government half ‘a million
¢ to defeat an oppofition party, in the Houfe of Commons;’
and you have frequently admitted that the tranfa&ion alluded
to bappened during the time Lord Townthend was Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland; his lieutenancy commenced in 1767
and ended in 1772, fo that, according to you it muft have
happened, more than twenty-feven years ago; and that it
ever happened, or that fuch affertion was ever made, refts
upon your credit.

The mifconduct of former governors, by a kind of politi-
cal legerdemain, you transfer.to the prefent; but for a mo-
ment {uppofing thata corruption of parliament was defigned
by multiplying the lucrative offices of the ftate, and confer-
ring them on members of parliament, has not the place-bill
lately enacted, a meafure adopted by a miniftry of a much

later
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later date, than that of Lord Townfhend, compleatly defeated
the defign? That bill, amongft other regulations, difquali-
fies perfons, poflefling a great number of lucrative offices,
to fit in parliament, many of which were heretofore filled by
members of parliament; and it vacates the feats of all mem-
bers of the Houfe of Commons, who fhall, after their eleGtion,
accept of places of profit under the crown tenable at plea-
fure ; add to this powerful check to corruption, the penfion

‘bill; both thefe bills are of modern date ; yet whilft you, for

the purpofe of inflammation, load the prefent government
with the imputed guilt of the mifcondu&t of former gover-
nors, you conceal from view the merit of the prefent or of
immediately preceding governors, in correting fuch mifcon-
du&, if fuch there was, and in preventing future governors
from adopting fuch corruptive meafures; with the fame view,
you accufe the prefent government with creating new places
for gentlemen of the law profeflion, but youomit ftating the
abfolute neceflity of the creation, arifing from defe&t and
delay in the difpenfing of public juftice, both criminal and
civil, which occurred in almoft all the counties in the king-
dom, before they were created ; and you alfo omitted, that
barrifters holding fuch new created employments, were in~
capacitated by the act which eftablithed them to fit in parlia-
ment ; you accufe government with a defign to corrupt the
bar by the creation of thefe places, with what juftice I leave
the world to determine; but in preferring this accufation,
you fall into a ftrange inconfiftency ; contrary to the whole
tenor of your addrefs, you {tumble here on one truth, to wit,
¢ That in this country formerly the rule of government was,
¢¢ the law of the land,” you ftate throughout your addrefs
that the whole proceedings of government in this country,
from the commencement of the reign of James the firft to
the prefent day, have been a continued fyftem of the moft
atrocious and horrible tyranny, over the inhabitants of this

kingdom, over Irifhmen in large charalers, that ftrong,

hardy, bold, brave, laborious, warm-hearted, and faithful
race of men, as you defcribe them. The law of England
was not extended over all Ircland, till the reign of James the
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firflt, before that time the inhabitants of four-fifths of this
kingdom, were out of the pale of the Englith laws, and were
governed by certain barbarous cuftoms, called the Brebon
law, of which Sir John Davis gives fome account; at what
time was it then,  that the rule of government in this country
““ avas the lawof the land,” according to you? The faltis
certainly true, the law of the land has been always the rule
of government in this country, finceit became entirely pervi-
ous to the common law of England; but how eame you,
againft your very nature and defign, to deviate into this
truth ? it renders your addrefs a heap of inconfiftency—from
compaffion to you, I will endeavour to reconcile you with
yourfelf; the law you there meant, as the rule of govern-
ment, was the Brebon Jaw before the reign of King James
the firft: and the government, the then Irifh cﬁicfs or
Sachems, and their Brehons or judges ; what a pity that you
did not live in thofe times! you would, if then in exiftence,
have beena Brebon, and could I entertain the belief of tranf-
migration, I fhould certainly conclude, that your foul for-
merly animated the body of a fturdy dogmatick Brehon, a
fupercilious and defpotick barbarian, whofe nod was plunder,
and whole frown was death !

It is not here amifs to examine whether the condu& of
government, in nominating to the offices of the ftate, mem-
bers of 